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Research on Domestic Violence and Gender Differences

Akiko ODA
(Kyoto University)

The Act on the Prevention of Spousal Violence and the Protection of Victims was passed in Japan in
2011. Although the social problem of domestic violence (DV) had been reported intermittently until then,
the enactment succeeded in giving prominence to DV, and its name recognition rose considerably.

The mention of “domestic violence” usually brings to mind a picture in which the male is the offender
and the female is the victim. In recent years though, the male has drawn attention as the victim, courtesy of
being mentioned in various investigative reports.

In this research, I have done a metrical analysis of the victims of domestic violence. For my analysis, I
have made use of the data in “The Citizen Opinion Poll about Gender Equality in Sakai-city.” My analyses,
particularly the gender comparisons, clearly show the various differences between the male and female
victims.

Initially, I analyzed what people regarded as acts of “violence.” Between men and women, there is no
significant difference in their recognition of violence. While many people consider physical assault and
rape as clear examples of abuse, others do not consider being ignored as abuse.

Next, I have analyzed whether age is a factor in differentiating domestic violence between men and
women. While more women suffer domestic violence when compared with men, it became clear in this
research that there was a remarkable increase in the number of men who experienced domestic violence
after they reached an advanced age.

Finally, when I analyzed whether the victims consulted anyone, the results showed that 62.5% of female

and 88.8% of male victims did not consult anybody.
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Women Utilization Measures Focusing on Social Capital

— Through a Survey on the Present Situation of Women
Support Measures in Finland and Norway —

Noriko Kawashima
Chikushi Jogakuen University Junior College

This paper aims to describe women support measures in Finland and Norway as well as to suggest,
mainly from the viewpoint of the theory of social capital, including NPO, volunteer, and other similar
activities for childcare support or other support for women, specific means of making effective use of
women in Japan.

The research was conducted by identifying and considering the results of correlation analyses of data
obtained from the qualitative survey through site visits and individual interviews in Finland and Norway in
March 2011 and May 2012 and data obtained from the quantitative survey aimed at approximately 100,000
elderly people not needing long-term care, which was gathered by JAGES from 31 municipalities in Japan
during the period from 2010 to 2012, as well as data obtained from the preceding literature studies on
Finland and Norway.

The research revealed various facts including the following: in both Finland and Norway, women's
participation in politics has made considerable progress, so that more than 40% of national diet members,
local assembly members and ministers, respectively, are women; the ratio of women's labor force
participation is as high as 70% to 80% (it is notable that upon the establishment of the law for increasing
the ratio of female managers to 40% in Norway, the ratio actually exceeded 40%); the well-developed
childcare leave system in both countries provide longer childcare leave, ensure the payment of 70% to
100% of salaries to workers on childcare leave, and allow a higher percentage of male workers to take
paternal childcare leave; in Finland, NPO and NGO activities are carried out actively; in Norway, women's
participation in community planning is supported under the leadership of the government, thereby
reflecting women's opinions and networks in the local administration.

In Japan as well, there is a need with regard to the public sector to introduce a quota system into the
political realm as well as to promptly enforce a law for increasing the ratio of female managers to 40% or
higher. At the private-sector level, the implementation of women support measures, with a focus on social
capital (SC) such as women's networks and NPOs, would lead to the first step toward the future utilization
of women in Japan. According to the results of analyses of data from JAGES, women assume a higher
proportion of roles in communities, at least with regard to elderly people. It is therefore submitted that the

implementation of measures to make effective use of women s networks or SC is very practical.
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