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Problems of Measures to Prevent Sexual Harassment
for Teachers in Public Schools

— The Need to Ensure the Protection and Help of the Victim —

Keiko Maeda
(Jin-ai Women's College)

The Law on Securing Equal Opportunity and Treatment between Men and Women in Employment
applies to public school teachers. Under existing law, employers are obliged to prevent sexual harassment
and to take concrete measures after sexual harassment has occurred. If the problem in public schools goes
into litigation, it is a point of issue whether each prefectural board of education takes appropriate measures
or not.

The law was revised in 2006. However, many prefectural boards of education have not reviewed the
measures after they established guidelines for preventing sexual harassment in 1999. Therefore many
guidelines for public school teachers are not based on the existing law.

The author investigated to what extent the guidelines made by 47 prefectural boards of education satisty
the existing laws. Moreover, the author set up a list and found three problems with the guidelines.

In the first place, the guidelines miss the purpose of improving the work environment. Although the
guidelines tend to focus on preventing sexual harassment only to students, they should also protect teachers
in public schools. Furthermore, it is not enough to punish the wrongdoer; it is also necessary to protect and
support the victim and to improve the work environment.

Secondly, they are apt to ignore the feelings of the victim of harassment. In some cases the school
principal or other teachers were informed of what the victim had talked about, and confidential information
was passed on to them too, leading to hardship for the victim.

Thirdly, the victim's side of the story is often neglected when the victim and the wrongdoer remember
things differently. This is also against the spirit of the law.

According to some precedents here in Japan, whether the employer or the person in charge took
sufficient measures or not to protect and help the victim is often taken into account.

Guidelines for public school teachers should also include the viewpoint of protecting and supporting the
victim. The Law on Securing Equal Opportunity and Treatment between Men and Women in Employment
consists of nine articles. The articles are not separate but interconnected. Above all, it is very significant
that the law makes the employers implement measures to prevent recurrence of sexual harassments even if
the employers cannot ascertain what actually happened. If the employers not only ascertain the facts but
also try to prevent recurrence, the feeling of the victim will be respected and the work environment will be
improved.

Each prefectural board of education should remake the guidelines which contain all nine articles of the
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law, because the purpose is to continually improve the work environment through applying the nine articles
of the law. Also they should keep improving both the guidelines and the consulting system of sexual

harassment for teachers in public schools in light of the lessons learned from past experiences.
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Eine Subversive Ansicht zu konventionellen
Vorstellungen iiber das Miérchen Schneewittchen

— Eine Interpretation der Grimmschen Mirchen aus der
Perspektive der Gender Studies —

Yoshiko Noguchi

(Mukogawa Frauen-Universitit, Nishinomiya, Japan)

Das Mirchen Schneewittchen ist eines der bekanntesten Mirchen der Briider Grimm. Vielen ist es aber
nicht im Originaltext bekannt, sondern in der verinderten Version von Walt Disney. In diesem Aufsatz wird
zuerst versucht, den Unterschied der beiden Texte aufzuzeigen und dadurch die Botschaft der beiden Texte
aus der Perspektive der Gender Studies zu analysieren. Danach werden die Verinderungen, die die Briider
Grimm in weiteren Fassungen vorgenommen haben, schlielich untersucht, ob sie auf den
Wertvorstellungen des Mittelalters oder auf denen der Neuzeit beruhen.

Die Unterschiede der Texte von Disney und den Briidern Grimm sind folgende: Disney hat eine Losung
durch Liebe erfunden, die Rollenverteilung zwischen beiden Geschlechtern hinzugefiigt und die
Racheszene von Schneewittchen zu einer Gottesstrafe durch einen Donnerschlag verindert. Alle diese
Anderungen wurden aus einer geschlechtsspezifischen Perspektive in der Neuzeit vorgenommen.

Wenn man die Art und Weise, wie die Briider Grimm den Text verdndert haben, im Vergleich mit den
spéteren Fassungen analysiert, ergeben sich in der letzten Fassung zwei Merkmale, ndmlich das Festhalten
an den Wertvorstellungen des Mittelalters und das Beifiigen von modernen Wertvorstellungen. Konkrete
Beispiele fiir die modernen Anderungen sind folgende: Statt der Mutter tritt die Stiefmutter auf. Das Wort
,Engelland *, das nicht England sondern die Holle bedeutet, wurde in , Land “ umgeéndert. In der Rolle des
Erlosers wurde der eigene Vater Schneewittchens durch einen Konigssohn ausgetauscht. Die Methode, mit
der Schneewittchen wieder ins Leben zuriickgebracht wurde, ist von der Magie des Arztes zum Schlagen
oder Schiitteln durch das Gefolge verindert worden. All diese Verinderungen sind moderne Anderungen,
die den Wertvorstellungen der Biirgerschicht angepasst sind. Konkrete Beispiele fiir die mittelalterlichen
Anderungen sind folgende: Die Art und Weise der Losung ist nicht die Liebe, sondern die Initiation. Die
Rollenverteilung zwischen Mann und Frau wird nicht beigebracht. Die Racheszene Schneewittchens ist
beibehalten. Das hiufige Auftreten der Zahl ,Sieben” deutet die Verbindung zu der Magie und der
Unterwelt an.

Das Mirchen Schneewittchen ist keine Erzihlung einer eifersiichtigen Konigin, deren Schonheit mit den
Worten des Spiegels vernichtet wurde und die ihre Stieftochter ermorden lief3. Eine andere Auffassung wire
moglich, wenn man an die Bedeutung der Schonheit in den Wertvorstellungen des Mittelalters denkt. Das
Wort ,schon” wurde im Mittelalter im Sinne von ,fruchtbar“ verwendet. Schon zu sein, war

gleichbedeutend mit fruchtbar zu sein. Dieses Mirchen, in dem die magische Zahl ,Sieben” hiufig
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vorkommt, ist die Erzéhlung des Engellandes, der Holle oder des Heidentums, wo die kultische Verehrung
von Diana als Géttin des Waldes anzunehmen ist. Durch die Antwort des Spiegels (Dianas) erkannte die
Konigin die Gefahr, dass der Vater an der Tochter einen Inzest begehen wird, weil das Tabu des Inzestes
erst im 16. Jahrhundert verallgemeinert worden ist. Die Mutter hat die Tochter im Wald freigelassen, um
sie vor einem Zugriff des Vaters zu befreien. Das Mérchen wurde aus der geschlechtsspezifischen
Perspektive des Mittelalters erzihlt, in der eine unfruchtbare Frau als bose galt. Es kann sich also um eine

Erzdhlung des Konigs handeln, der eine unfruchtbare Frau mit der Hilfe des Spiegels tadeln wollte
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Gender Differences in Preferences: Economics Encounters Psychology

Akira Kawaguchi
(Doshisha University)

There have been an increasing number of studies by economists on gender differences in preferences.
Preferences used to be a research object of psychology rather than economics. Economists have been
analyzing behavior of agents assuming that their preferences are given. Recently, however, more and more
economists are interested in gender gap in preferences, such as risk aversion, altruism, trust,
trustworthiness, inequality aversion, competition, and so on.

One of the reasons for the surge of studies on gender gap in preferences is that the gender gap in wages
has not been disappeared in spite of the gender-equalization policies in the last quarter century in
industrialized countries. Many industrialized countries enacted gender-equal employment laws to prohibit
gender discrimination, and required firms to implement positive action programs. However, substantial
gender gaps in economic status remain in most industrialized countries.

Another reason for the surge of studies on this topic is the development of behavioral economics, which
use experiments as main tools of research. Behavioral economists found that human beings are not as
rational as the neo-classical economics assumes. For instance, time discount rate cannot be expressed by an
exponential function, people are more risk averse in the field of gain than in the field of loss, people are not
selfish, and people expect other people not to act selfishly.

This paper surveys literature on gender differences in preferences in the last two decades. In particular,
we focus on risk aversion, altruism, contribution to public goods, and competition. Literature clearly shows
that women are more risk averse than men, and men prefer competitive reward system rather than piece
rate system. Literature also shows, to a lesser extent, that women are more altruistic and men contribute
more to public goods.

There are some unanswered questions. First, it is not clear what causes the gender differences in
preferences. Some researchers stress the importance of sex hormones, while others argue that social
environments generate the gender gaps. Second, economists have been interested in whether gender
difference is statistically significant, but have not been interested in how large the difference is. In order to
measure the magnitude of gender difference, effect size, which is often used by psychologists, is useful.
Finally, there are not many studies that focus on the relation between gender difference in preferences and

the gender gap in the economic status.
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Participation in Volunteer Activity and Gender

Toshiyuki Tsukamoto
(Fukui Prefectural University)

“The basic survey about the social life 2006” (Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications)
includes a national-scale survey about the volunteer activity. This survey revealed two next facts. 1) The
participation rate of the man and woman varies according to fields of the volunteer activity. 2) There is a
strong association between participation in volunteer activity and a local action and the neighborhood
association.

In this paper, by using the data of the questionnaire survey that Fukui-city carried out in 2011, I tried to
statistically analyze the relationship between participation in volunteer activity and gender.

As a result of analysis, four next facts became clear. 1) A man is higher in the degree of the participation
in activity of the neighborhood association than a woman. 2) The volunteer activities can be distinguished
activities to make a community better and activities to support the social weak. 3) The degree of the
participation in former volunteer activities is proportional to degree of the participation in neighborhood
association activity. 4) About participation in volunteer activity to make a community better, a man has
more abundant experience than a woman.

The participation in volunteer activity to make a community better is tied to the participation in decision-
making process in the area. It is necessary to be careful about there being gender-related deflection for

participation in such activity.
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Childcare nurseries in farming villages in China around
the period of “Great Leap Forward”

— (Case example relating to the preparations for
acceptance of infants and young children centered in
childcare nurses in Hei Long Jiang Province —

Masako Yokoyama
(Kobe University)

In this study, I take up the issue of childcare nurseries in farming villages, which increased rapidly as a
consequence of the Great Leap Forward (1958-61) following the establishment of the People's Republic of
China. They were established for the purpose of assisting in the nurturing of infants and young children,
freeing women from the tasks of childrearing and mobilizing them in collective labor and advancing the
ideals of collectivism. Focusing on childcare nurses and childcare nurseries, I discuss the preparations for
the acceptance of infants and young children with the intention of reconstructing the conditions of regional
implementation of farming village childcare nurseries from the 1950s to the 1960s.

The social significance of socializing the tasks of meal preparation and childcare and having women
work as cooks in communal kitchens or as nurses in childcare nurseries was deemed to be completely dif-
ferent from the earlier practice of domestic labor in the home. Participation in social labor was thought to
embody the liberation of women.

The nurseries that have been introduced thus far are inclined toward exemplary cases that would appear
to realize the ideal; it cannot be said, however, that the actual situation with childcare nurseries said to have
been established throughout China has yet been clarified. I thus selected Hei Long Jiang Province in north-
eastern China, which has not yet been the subject of research, and also conducted interviews with people
with actual experience.

As a result of my investigation, it became apparent that the situation differed from that of the exemplary
childcare nurseries. Women did not become childcare nurses through education or training but, rather, that
responsibility was given to middle-aged and older women who had previously experienced childrearing.
There is the possibility that childcare nurses who played the role of liberating women from childrearing
through the childcare nurseries did not differ greatly from grandmothers who looked after their grandchil-
dren in the home. The utilization of conventional gender role sharing probably served as a shortcut to the

establishment of childcare nurseries.
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The Representation of Japanese ‘Female Idols’ in
‘Weekly Women Magazine’

Yuki Tajima
(Doshisha University Graduate School)

Recently, Japanese idols have been featured in the media again, especially ‘female idols.” This
phenomenon is not only on new idols, such as AKB48, but also idols in earlier age. This paper looks at
Japanese ‘female idols™ from the perspectives of gender and media studies.

Previous studies have paid attention to Japanese female idols  as shdjo (a term referring to girls at
certain ages in Japanese culture). For example, Tatsuo Inamasu (1989) argued they were a part of ‘young
culture’ and Eiji Ohtsuka (1988, 1989) discussed them through the girls or shdjo studies.These studies
argued that ‘female idols’ are a symbolic object embodying shdjo gazed at by men and, therefore,
represented as a sexual object for men. For that reason, as Ohtsuka (year: page) pointed out, Japanese

‘female idols’ ‘graduate” their shdjo period when they get married and, then, become what are called

‘graduated’ idols. However, the representation of ‘female idols after the young/shdjo period has rarely
focused on, or is only lightly mentioned as an addition to the main argument in these studies. A question
has arisen: how does the media represent ‘female idols’ after the shdjo period? At the same time, another
question comes up: whether does the way they are presented follow the established gender model of
women and, hence, reconstructs the dominant representation of women? Or whether their representation
has formed some different images?

Therefore, based on the women's theory of social constructionism and through discourse analysis, this
paper looks at how the image of ‘female idols is constructed in the media, particularly in ‘weekly women
magazines, which is one of the magazine genres to focus on the constructed female image in the media.
To do so, this paper firstly redefines ‘idol’ derived from previous studies. Secondly, idols from certain
periods are chosen based on some identified criteria: Momoe Yamaguchi in the 1970s and Seiko Matsuda
in the 1980s. Their discourse in magazine articles, from SHUKAN JOSEI JOSEI JISHIN, JOSEI SEVEN,
is then analysed considering social background at that time.

In summary, the image of ‘female idols’ in ‘weekly women magazines has been reorganized into a
new context in conjunction with the existing category of women: wife, house wife and mother. Momoe
Yamaguchi quit her job as an idol when she got married and became a ‘house wife.” She has been
represented with positive discours without knowledge of her own concerns. Therefore, her media image is
converged on the established gender role which is women as ‘wife,” ‘house wife' and ‘mother.’
Specifically, being a ‘house wife' is seen as one of the standards to be a woman. On the other hand, Seiko
Matsuda continues her work even after marriage as ‘MAMADOL’ (mother idols). Her lifestyle was
presented as a new young lifestyle but, when she had a daughter, her style began to be criticized as she did

not fulfill her role as mother enough. Working mothers like Seiko Matsuda began to harshly criticize her
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too. Thus, she was in a period of transition between the existing gender role and the ‘new’ style for
women. Yet, it also implies how strongly the image of the established gender role of women as a

‘singlefamele’ is connected to the male discourse. ‘Weekly women magazines as media clearly and
constantly reorganize the representation of Japanese female idols’ as a women’s role model to a certain

extent.
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The Barriers against Women Researchers and
the Effective Measures for Supporting Them

— Interviews in a Japanese University —

Tomoko Matsunami
(Mukogawa Women's University)

This paper drew on interviews with women researchers in a Japanese university to explore what barriers
are to continue their academic careers and what effective measures are to support them. Many informants
mentioned that the most influential factors could be childbirth and child care for them to give up their aca-
demic careers and to unable to restart them. It was suggested that some means should be provided so that
they can continue their careers after their childbirth even if they do not have child-care leave.

Some informants described that another barrier for them could be the difficulties in finding employment
and promotion. While men traditionally are given sponsorship by those in senior positions, women are not
usually admitted to this support system. Thus, it might be a good idea to create effective networks to sup-
port junior women researchers.

In addition, many informants suggested that role models have important influences to women for choos-
ing their careers and for deciding to get married and have children. For increasing role models for women,
the number of women researchers need to be increased.

Mainly three proposals were offered; 1) The measures for supporting women should be considered in a
way which draw understanding and support of men researchers. 2) For reflecting the real society, gender
ratio in university researchers should be equal, so that sound working environment would be achieved. 3)
The criteria for evaluating performance of researchers should be changed towards comprehensive evalua-
tion of their performance including their private activities, because child care and nursing for elderly people
are social contribution as well as good opportunity for improving their capacity of education.

Conventionally, supporting programs provided by Japanese government and universities have been con-
sidered for women researchers to be able to study and work like men researchers, however, such programs
should be reconsidered. We need to ask whether the conventional image and work style of researcher is
right or not and create new programs based on the answer. It was shown in the interviews that there are di-
versified cases of women researcher by academic fields, generation and private situations. Considering

such diversity, many measures for supporting them should be offered.
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