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Hierarchized People
— Domestic Ideology and the creation of “citizens” —

Chihiro Ogura

Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba

In 1975 the Lao People’s Democratic Republic was established by the communist regime. Lao
women, who participated in the long-lasting internal war, were supposed to be the political sub-
jects and the citizens of this new nation state. However, the women were expected to play the
roles of “wives’ and “mothers.” As in many other socialist countries, gender equality is consid-
ered to be very important and even presented in the Laotian Constitution, yet the equality is lim-
ited within the range of economic activities. And as in many socialist countries, Lao women were
asked to be engaged in both productive work outside the household and reproductive work within
the household. Women became the “workers”, but continued to be the “mothers’ and the “wives’
who were the “secondary citizens.” Ethnic minorities also had the same fate. They participated in
the internal war, however, continued to be positioned as the “others” who were not the “primary
citizens”, but the “secondary citizens”. In the end, ethnic majority Lao men were the only people
who could be the political subjects and the “primary citizens,” while women and ethnic minorities
had to be the objects of their power.

The Domestic Ideology which assigns a woman to be the “mother” and the “wife,” appeared
within the context of European modernization, and was therefore foreign to Laotian society. The
idea was initially imported by the colonizers, then was borrowed by the Laotian government as
the ideological tool to control women and ethnic minorities, thereby strengthening the citizenhood
of Lao men.

Using the gender representation in Laos as an example, this paper will discuss how the
Domestic Ideology works to differentiate and hierachize people in context of creating “the primary
citizens.” By doing so, this study will reveal that the domestic ideology which is often considered
to be the basis of the gender relationship can be the basis of the ethnic relationship as well as

the same gender relationship.
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Labour Gaps in Vietnam from Viewpoint of
Gender Studies

Kozo Kagawa
(Osaka Jogauin College)

This article has a purpose to study labour gaps between both sexes in Vietnam. After the Sec-
ond World War Vietnam could get independence and started nation building under Socialist econo-
my. Vietnam had been a poor country but equal society under Bao Cap policy. So there was little
difference between both sexes in the field of labor.

Doi Moi policy has been adopted in 1986 to achieve economic development. Vietnam can get
high economic growth under Socialist market economies. But the difference between the rich and
the poor has been grown under market mechanism economies. Especially there can be seen bigger
difference statistically between urban and rural people, agricultural and industrial section, formal
and informal section. But the difference between both sexes has been narrowed in the field of la-
bour. What is the reason? Female labour participation is equal with male people under the Gov-
ernment low wages policy. So female people shall work to maintain their lives. And in Vietnam
female persons have tendency to display their abilities though traditional ideas request women to
obey her husbands and family members. Traditional ideas came from China have been lessoned
and equal treatment between both sexes has been prevailed in Vietnamese society. Vietnam has
been bilateral society since old times, but traditional ideas composed of Confucianism, Buddhism
and Taoism came to Vietnam under the control of Chinese dynasty. Till recently traditional ideas
and bilateral element has a fierce competition in Vietnamese society.

But gaps between both sexes have not been diminished. Gaps can be sternly seen even now al-
though the gaps are narrower than Japan. Therefore Equal Treatment Act has been enacted to

achieve true equality between both sexes.
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CHUCSKH LT, JIOGHICL2HETbH 2P, Ea¥EE. AEEE. EEE. 701 8o
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FEWNHEED 4 FEOHEHOE G Z2 R THDL E, 2006 FFE I3 EEHEE 269%. HEEL
382%. FEEH 1.7%. FWHFEE 33.1% 127> TWb, HEEEERZNFHEDS XHE—RIE
% (BEMKEE) LESREEIIGEINEA LV T+—< - 7 ¥ —IE L TWAED, ZND°
RO 7% b HO TV 5L, FIZHRARZZE—KER (5534%) LEBZREFRO—H (1595%) %
Ghbtbl, BHEERELZNTHEOETIMHUT 5, T OFIZFELLCHASREE L@ %
ZFOENT, REELZWALMESN R WNETH b, BHKEEITZFOEEEDI KRV,
GDP OHICHO L HEILELABMTLTEBY, AFOREXMELYIZ o Twd, BEICIE
BUEDK) 75% DK 68% DHEF L T b £ 2T+ =< - &7 ¥ — T —ERFE, FEIC
HEER BIR L. R ZIHVTYEY 2 L2 ), B CHRAEESLYTY 2 L Wiz R
MU D LR CEHUNE LA Y T r =< - T 7 —FEHEL TN D AT H—<) -
Y75 =L OPRAIRLETH ) . WEOTHBIIZEPHEL IZIZFE L THoTH, TONEIC
BT Do BUDOHIZHEERHSMRERIC L o TREX T2 EDP LD LT L8
TH o TIUIRIZORDINADHETOEN E 75 THENLAL,

BOBRDS D RTHAL I 2001 SEIIETFE IO 19% BSEMFEELE A VT =<V - &7 F—
WHREH L TWB E W) &R 255 5 L, 2003 £ ILO DMWY TH, 74—~V - k7 ¥ —|C
PEET 2977713 10% DT (400 TN LAED TRV, LA > T, ILOA ¥ 7 4 —
TNk —REEZOEEEELRBEL o TWh, ZOZEEA YT A= - k7 ¥ — L
DR T LEEDE L BULOBENREL LD LERIBL TN,

2) WA
RARE B ZEN AT 1993 F2 5 AVERBEOHEITIZ 1990 F2 A L T 5,
HELRESWEZHRALTBY, REESEIIEV. ZOMHIIREOEGZHETE L2 WVWAHET
HbHo ENEELIIEREETREESIIHKELY LT, NERBEEOHITEL ko> Tnh, [
WAFEOLAIZ1E 2007 4 F Tld 1 RIHREA— SILTW2A% 20084 1 H 1 AH 5. 4HE%R
EEOLGE LR UIZ, 2% 3 DO T, 3 ) OREEIPO S, FBTHTEIL AR
=2 1 PRHLVOREBEELETFHELOLEE (B TR, RET

BN/ A, F—FI> RE2EZOMAETEMIR. REIEZ
NS OHIROREE LHT)

1998 2002 2004 2006

RE 144 210 290 450

[EE| e PHEE RN 552 606 649 914
ISToE 554 771 852 1420

EEA¥E 572 1002 1077 1680

RE 1 464 487 487 810

2 530 556 566 790

PASEE¥ite 3 3 597 626 626 710
P4 680 1037 1044 1774

(Hi#4  Joint Donor Report to the Vietnam Consultative Group Meeting, Vietam
Development Report 2008, Social Protection p.43)

22



=3
Wl E S (AL TR >)

2002 2004 2006
7k Bk 7k B g Bk

TBE 831188 905263 1055766 1121448 1371497 1646245
FEELAOVOEPIEATE 1280847 1640166 1662361 2051585 2288500 2759246
PEEL NV OEMEAE 829050 1032894 1153162 1305444 1529980 1914256
MR —E X 1025561 1143987 1434549 1435606 1620378 1721969
JEIRZE DFAT 760806 695712 1245731 1030709 1347483 1551045
AN 633276 773699 779415 1019395 1057600 1176464
Pt R — 4 — 1086840 1298730 1123869 1470442 1191579 1784887
Hl o7 435054 540507 623820 766536 820509 983725
EIUN 965340 1163732 1196393 1574951 2025340 2479914

pESEIE S (EAL TN >)

2002 2004 2006
7k Hik Py B g Bt

RS 323559 414309 533143 661148 757476 884817
TKEESE 529023 745904 1061858 915481 871034 1295262
BREL - A 656018 808701 888055 1365930 1448093 1722562
Bk 666086 859054 840425 1064296 1071509 1396135
BA - A - KB 800921 1065936 1657161 1347989 1824408 2053436
jeit 523175 666966 760485 883303 902902 1101611
F—E 2 849441 1099447 1042534 1140862 1375703 1666304
WEH - R 823969 1092380 1205114 1200364 1505879 1871094
1T 777685 805774 1001205 1049732 1376495 1513412

HaREE - AT —E X 846731 744803 932687 1018113 1023823 1113510
(Hi#i : General Statistics Office ed., Survey on Household Living Standards ,2002, 2004, 2006)

IVELREL TV D, Z070I2, N ARF—F 3 VI SN B EEARIZ & > TR
ENDLEFEORETDL L BEL o T0EY, FHEELRE LFEFIC. oMo & o
T PICE o Ty BEIKEENIELTVD, EORNMSETEH AL, EONEREEDOK
BEELDDEIHESINT VD, T TRBHEAPCEFTEEMERET VNS M2 LT, 2-3
OOMFEE L THAZ LIFE5 % 2 7%\,

UNDP @ Human Development Report2006 AR IZ & % &\ 1991 7225 2004 4F F TORLEDF
EDOMMEEIIN N F 2OHE, 160 2EF, 1247T0.71 L5 Tk,

Lo HRIIHARDEE12044 TUSMTH Do N FAFBEIINSI WL TH DA, HEAR
IHFET %o

2002 FE O YT 651,012 F ¥, B 769052 Ko T, LHIZBEHED 84%. 2004 FDF
¥ HIUZ M 913,109 B>y B 1,043977 BT, LHEIZEMED 87%. 2006 4503 H U &
1,180,829 F >y B 1350135 KT, LHIZBEMD 87% 127 > T b A IHEED T -
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TETCWDLIEDTNhe WEN., BLOEENORELOBEEEEZ LT, FEEOMEIN % Fidk
WAHZEDNTEL, FIELEHOTNBEL D FHEEECIREREE D H S 70-90%
CHVDOEEICR > Twh, BHROREITIE, BEIVNEL, 90% 282 Twb, b LAM
RO L DHBEONRE SOHIZD (o WER TR, BHTEED S o L iy
RELTH, BHIASC, AT —E A - #SREREOTEHE (BT v S ARNETEE)
BV,

FESERITHD & BN D o & I BMREITHEFE T2 A4 DA Z E5FES
TV be DWTKESE, BEEIMR . BRI - BAEDPEZHRIIESEZHITTETNLIENF L
Do BEFEOLMEBI ORI L ORE ERIBOESHEOKREL R TAHL E, 206-3.1 L0
Bl ZOEIIPLTRELS 2V, PEERN UL CELFLHRIT TV I LAERHTE L
o BUDBEGHEED/NE DL, ZOFEERNBZUHEOERD 1 DL hoTnb, ZOMKE
QIREINEL o THBY, R FLADEBEVZLZOTIE Wt Ebs, HETIZEDC
HHEZADPSEMI Lo TWLEBSRERA LD LT, N F2FD L) ZEEE -
TWhv, INDHRNE DN FRFIIZORDY) . BEEZHOTVWLETZ L) LI, B
R RN PR ESERIE L WV E W) 2 E TR RV, S50, SOFKETIE7+—< - &2
Y= ERWRELTED, AV T7+—<NV - 27 ¥ —DOREF IR ENRTHNDL I L2 EEL
TBLLEID S,

5. bW

NI FATIE N A B BORIC X 2HEFERMHREFIC L o T F70TH T DT L O ED N
INLTELZE IRz, LA L, HTH & B OB, EEMOEE, FFICBENME TE - -
VAP EOWTE, 74— - I =, A2 TF—<) k7 ¥ —LDOBERLP>TET
W5 ERBR, BB LB OB L T DL Dh RISl BICHE) & 23K
DDLBEZDONDEGL oo T b I L b WA IR BRGSO S N5 2
&L HAFEFBHERROLEOFETIOFEHITER TH oI LB L TE ), Ll
DG o /obIF TlE v, BEITHARL RS LS WD, NN 4 THREITRE G
T5. TOROICHLTPELELER LT, LV BLPELHABIRL TS, 512, M
DOWEEDNPRKEL B> TWDL I ELIRMTE L, PERREOLMEL X ViEOLM & OEIKRE L
HoTVnLIELERBMET L TWLARET—YEL DI,

x

D AY74=%) - &7 —OBR&IE 1971 F4 F) ADORFFFF—Z - N— FPMEN L
72, ZNUENE [ERIE 7 ¥ —1 L) BEDP—HICH N T W, £ 74—
RNV k7 —RIERIERT LI ENEDDOTHETH L, —HIZiE, EALS %
VL HEVIEEE SN WHEERCTERN SN TECH, Mz, B hEsE
AT CHRIBEVERF R IE TV A E, B EWTED 12X ) 2T OMEIHERL TS
FZNEFIN TS, ILO ed., Women and Men in the Formal Economy, A Statistical Picture, ILO,
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2)
3)

4)

5)

6)
7)

8)

9)

10)

2002 (ZOFIFUE CAW v b - ¥ 802 b [4 274 =< VRSB 2 XL BHE—
—HEHC A BRI & LT 2007 EI2HITEN TV D)
FNF=TT7VT7 ORNZERMOENRE LB ] IMF - JC292 %, 2008 4F 11 . 30 H
FINZE= (X FLAOE 4 RBITVFELR] HRD = 2 ¥ —W%E9 5. 2006 4F9 H. 45—
558, [ [fER N F A ARKEEAESE LT/t Faodbtsa (1) Baompess
FNZOWT] HEEE 3135, 20064E 10 H, 6-7 H
INERE [ N2 OE#BRE R S8 - HRBOE— P A 00 NF 7y 7] HlE] fE
HEAR [N FLAESHROEZ] DAL 200549 A, 181 H
HTli & A OO R D 1 DHTEERIE T 5 720 HE & FERICHERTEE & 2D S
. MEMOBENZREEIZ L Tz, MTCELEEEST 2BEREHRHLCE7-0T, B
HEOBEDIAFGE ST CE, FAEABERRHAOS L 13, HEOBHZWL R, L TE
oo BNEZ [N F LB LAHENENSARDL Y 2 v F—HE] 79 7L 2 5.
2008 £ 9 . 113 H
FEAN D - 2 FAREARMEEER - X b 2 8RB 2007 £, 2008 4 4 H
Ha Thi Phuong Tien & Ha Quang Ngoc ed., Female Labour Migration, Rural-Urban, Women's Pub-
lishing House, 2001, Le Bach Duong & Khuat Thu Hong ed., Market Transformation Migration &
Social Protection in a Transitioning Vietnam, Institute for Social Development Studies, Thi Gioi Pub-
lishers, 2008
Vinh Dao Quang, “Viet Nam: workers in transition” . Sangheon Lee & Francois Eyraud, Globaliza-
tion, flexibilization and working conditions in Asia and Pacific, Chandos Publishing, Oxford, 2008, p.
392. N FATIEINS— by A~ — IREFIE. FEGTEHE. BRLR SO5HEIC X LHA
TFELZR-Z ED,
T BB L OIS Vo 1998 4R 121E L 90.6% T 95.3%. 2004 4E 12134 86.9% T
93.9% T > 720 EIERFHEE OLIEDEIA1Z 2002 1213 27, 3% T Ho 2001 EE5 9 [0l HejE
HREDOPFHT, BERIEDOHIZ m#at&wﬂA%3ﬂ ISR 37 3 oY AR A} o
FECTH D, WERO—FTMBARHOD & Tld, FAEABIRICE - T, FIMEIZIEWIE &R
%5”6%%ﬁ%<&0\é%ﬂ@%tlof\%®%%%ﬂﬁfﬁéﬁ CFHTE R
%tKNT%#ﬁ$E%¢<&oT§Twé BT 3BT M, BRI HEA Ffo TWw
LWED LD T, BEO TR L N IGED L 0, mw¢3ﬁ | ey o T A
Y NV UDRE LT EEEROE A IEAN N F AT 28% THR 120125 T
%o
ANAB L OHEHIOMETE LOLTEBI 9.
15 Eo A

1996 47 4760 5\ (% 2239 JT A, %2522 T N)

2005 4 6244 TN (53014 75 N, #3229 TTN)

ZDH) LDV A

1996 4 3659 N (J 1724 JT AL 11934 5 N)

2005 4F 4504 ST (B 2182 T AL & 2322 J7N)
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ZD ) LOHHIZ B AL
1996 £ 1102 5 N (% 514 J7 A, #0588 T \)
2005 4 1739 5N (J5 83275 A\ % 907 T3 N)
St VAUNE
1996 4 3608 75 N (3 1777 T3 A\ % 1830 T7N)
2005 4 4438 I (5 2275 5N, #2162 T3 \)
ZD)bORNOIEHIN
1996 4 2883 J7 AN (%5 1407 TN, % 1476 JTN)
2005 4 3329 G (551693 T3 A, 1635 T3 N)
D) Lo OB
1996 7 724 T3 N (J3369 T3 N\ %354 T3 N)
2005 4 1109 A (B 581 TN, & 527 J5N)

11) Ngo Thi Ngan Binh, “ The Confucian Four Feminine Virtues (tu duc): The Old Versus the New—Ke
thua Versus Phat huy”, Lisa Drummond & Helle Rydstrom ed., Gender Practices in Contemporary
Vietnam, Singapore University Press, 2004, p. 391

12) ILO Bangkok and Hanoi Office ed., Equality, labour and social protection for women and men in the
formal and informal economy in Viet Nam: issues for advocacy and policy development, Labour and
Social Developing Publishing House, Hanoi, 2003

13) Dao Q.V. & Nguyen H.D. “ Social protection in Viet Nam “, in E. Adam, M. von Hauff and M. John
ed., Social Protection in Southeast and East Asia, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Singapore, 2002

14) ILO Bangkok and Hanoi Office ed. op.cit., p. 27

15) RIRESFIDTOL ) I o Tnd, (B 1 T F ) FRICIZENESELIVEREHED
REXFELCICT SIS Twb,

I3 SHE A3
2008.1.1  2009.1.1 ~ 2008.1.1  209.1.1
1 62 80 100 120
2 58 74 90 108
3 54 69 80 95
4 65 92

SENE CECH =L DOXHE)

Tran Thi Van Anh & Le Ngoc Hung, Women and Doi Moi in Vietnam, Second Edition, Women Publishing
House, Hanoi, 2000

The World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UK Department for International Development and Canadian
International Development Agency ed., Vietnam Country Gender Assessment, December 2006

BHAN - [EHEOME] hAFE. 2003 42 1]

BTNFE= - [N L5978 - e ttbR], Bl 2006 42 A

FINFE= [N LORVETEF | HARGFERFFEMERE 573 %, 2008 43 A
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Determining Factors in Men Choosing to Take Childcare Leave
— How wives influence their husband’s choice to take childcare
leave: An interview with 12 husbands —

Keiko Kanazawa
(Keishin High school)

This paper explores what factors determine a father's choice to take the leave of childcare
through the interview with the 12 husbands. This paper focused on understanding current situation
of working men taking of Childcare Leave and their spouses influence in making that decision.

It was 1992 that Act on the Welfare of Workers Who Take Care of Children or Other Family
Members Including Child Care and Family Care Leave for workers took effect. Despite the fact
that this law grants the workers the right to take childcare leave, very few working men takes this
type of leave. For example, the request rates for working men is 1.56% as compared to 89.7%
for working women among private companies in 2007. Similarly, men taking childcare leave in the
public servant sector was 1.3% in 2007.

The percentage of men who take this type of leave is quite low. The reason for this that work-
ers are put a great disadvantage with respect to their income and position, even after being re-in-
stead to their former position. Previous publications describe the effect “gender roles” in the fami-
ly. However, according to the research in 2008 issue of Metropolis, more than 60% of working
men want to take childcare leave.

After interviewing 12 working men who have taken childcare leave, it was discovered that there
are two important factors makes it easier for working men to take the leave. The wife must cur-
rently be employed at full-time job and there is enough family income while the father can take
childcare leave. The wife require their husbands to take childcare leave to continue the job, her
husband meet the requirement and support them. Such situations provides opportunities to recon-
sider “gender roles” in the family.

In conclusion, childcare leave for working men has two results. First, the father’s role in raising
the family becomes more active, and in turn, the mother’s role become less active. It is also note-
worthy that those who first used childcare leave subsequently advised new fathers to take this type
of leave. As a result, the number of working men taking this type of leave is increasing little by
little.

Therefore, the position of this papers is that childcare leave is beneficial to society because it is

strives to find balance between ones work life and family life, especially for working men.
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TEOH RRERG & W HEIC L7z 2N
— HIEEREEDA ¥ 7 Ea— L) EOBBE LI —

1. BU®IC

HETIE 1992 4 4 A, BLir@E» s c& 2 [FRAESICHET 238 (DTHEKE)
BHAT SN2 ENF THORNHEE. LEAdLHEORI LG 2 6Nk o IR DS &% EE
12b 52 bz, RiATSE. OIS RIZER, BHEORUSEIIERIK» > 72 Z1UEdH D
BEFHIN TV I E 3w, RifTH 10 FLL RS TH Z O\ K & 22 LiE v, B
ZAE PR FEEICB W TRMAETIIHERARELIER L2013 LT 89.7% 23 L. B
DD 1.56%" . —HEMRER A B T 96.2%. B 1.3%2 TH 1) WHEIUSFED 100% 12
FVDIZH Ly BUNERORSIZE T > Twb, TORIORELHAFOOE DI, £ DO
BT, BRARERSRIC L VAFEOF Y ) 7205055 2 LI L), ERBLEFOFEMA~
A FABEICRY RADPFERAG R L. ZOBROLBIIARBZL )LD LE2END D
Thbo 72L ZHENELL THOENPFHTERITIUIERDS 2o ENZT TR, DHFEICE
VTR BEOFROMEIMEIMNN L W) Z L7259,

SCHAE, HEHHBOLERLTF EL A & KRR OZIZHE -, BEHOBRARSLER /1
O—¥, REOHEIOMT (LBAL, KBEEOREL) 2 EMELNTWD, 2 L THH
OBRALRER 7 A 0 —¥EERT L2012, RAEBICERNSNT 2 08 D5 LigfMsh
TWde SOZERPLRPIERMRELIIT L., —BHHEROFEREL LTHELIIrIDbE S
Eld. BN ERRED D ) JHIZOWTEZLVWEERIZR 5 EFEIIZ, TEbi2k -
T, WERAER B OMEASIC TS L TBICET SN L WY HE2L b B
BRAREEEERLFOLDOTIERNES )

BHEIC, HaoMAETld, BUEoREBLVOEFRSMOERKIIEE->TETBY ., HEAE
IS HETL2BEEEREZ B2V, 20X BRI T 5 HENER T LI2EE) LS
WVWDES ) He F LT, PHIRTH 2 B O F WRETIFE L2 EREPEI L7200, EH
ZH RIS L2 BRI 2 DO FRREOEBIZED L) BRLDOT ARANIED L) REAFiBL -
12D1ED D o

FZ T, ARTEBROFTR/RERESEB L ERIZOWTHL LI L TWE Vv, T2,
ERICHFRKEZIUE L 2BUOL vy a—k ), ZOENT - 12X 50W» 6, BlEoH
WARZE, ZNUHBET 2 BRICHE T 2 AN % RO S HOFEIZ OV T LT <,

B, KfT [BFRKRE] Lix, TBRRESICHT 258 BLO [BIKRE, AriEkcESs
BRI RIENFEZAT O 0E OWALIC BT 23] ICHES N T AR, FlIns ok
FCHEDE, FHRULOBRKREOREZ R IT T2 AEMADOKRED Z L 25 d, [ X
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2. BRAREZD S8

WS DL TS EL e, DTSR ERHEICLS [FL0 - FEUMET 7 V] 128
W, ZOEMAFEOVD O (R EREOMVLELBHE HOREL] 55, £ Tld.
BUHLETHEHOREL T THAAAAR, REO—EBOWY A, BHEOFESMOHE, H1F
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Part-time work policy and its effects in the Netherlands

Noriko Tani
(Tokiwakaigauken University, Kyoto University)

In the Netherlands, the government has implemented gender policies, including a part-time work
policy, in order to increase female labor participation. Because women were not supposed to work
outside home until 1957 in the Netherlands, the female labor participation rate has been very low.
This situation has changed since 1970 due to feministic movements.

The government has implemented a part-time work policy since 1996. One policy is Wet Onder-
scheid Arbeidsduur. This is the law which prohibits discrimination against part-time workers. The
other policy is Wet Aanpassing Arbeidsduur. This law enables all workers to increase or decrease
working hours if their employer agrees with it. This part-time work policy has changed the situa-
tion of part-time work. Nowadays, in the Netherlands, part-time workers are treated equal to full-
time workers.

Furthermore, the child care policy has also encouraged women to work. The main child care
policy is Wet Arbeids en Zorg. Tt ensures workers are able to take maternity leave and parental
leave for their children. The other policy is Wet Kinderopvang. This law decides that the cost of
child care facilities are covered by parents, companies they work at and the government. In 2004,
42% of working mothers were using these child care facilities.

Due to these policies, the female labor participation rate has increased from 30% in 1975 to 66%
in 2005. The male labor participation rate was 79% in 2005. However 75% of all female workers
have got part-time contracts, whereas only 20% of total male workers are part-time workers.

Most Dutch people support women who work part-time. A survey on people’s ideas about jobs
shows that 40% of population thinks like this; “If mother works full-time, it would harm her own
family.” Even young people follow this idea and think that women are better suited than men for
child rearing. These kinds of opinions grew stronger after the implementation of the part-time
work policy.

Due to the part-time work policy, women started to work outside home. However, women
choose to work part-time more than full-time. Therefore, in modern Dutch families, mothers gener-
ally work part-time whereas fathers work full-time. This is a direct effect of the part-time work
policy. However, it was not the intention of the policy makers. The current goal of the govern-
ment is therefore to encourage women to work longer and to motivate men to work less and take
care of their children. If Japan is going to implement a part-time model similar to the Dutch

model, we need to be careful about such unexpected effects.
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Eligibility criteria for assisted reproductive technology in
Victoria, Australia: Issues over access to donor insemination
by single and lesbian women

Takako Minami

(Ochanomizu University)

These days, it is increasingly being recognized that legislation regulating assisted reproductive
technology (ART) should follow the technical progress being made in its advancement. However,
regulation of ART includes a lot of controversial issues. One of the most controversial among
these is that of the eligibility criteria for accessing ART. In Japan, there is no overall legal regu-
latory framework covering ART, but in 2003, the Assisted Reproductive Technology Committee of
the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare issued a “Report on the Development of an Assisted
Reproductive Technology System using Donor Sperm, Eggs and Embryos.” In the report, access to
ART was restricted to “couples in legal marriage who desire to have a child but are unable to do
so because of their infertility,” and single and lesbian women were excluded.

In this paper, by taking up the case of Victoria, Australia, which was one of the first jurisdic-
tions in the world to introduce legislation regulating ART, the debate over whether to permit sin-
gle and lesbian women to have access to ART, especially donor insemination [DI or artificial in-
semination with donor’s semen (AID)], will be examined. In Victoria, ART has been regulated by
the Infertility (Medical Procedures) Act 1984 and the Infertility Treatment Act 1995, and these
laws have led the world in admitting the right of DI offspring to know their origin, and abolish-
ing the anonymity of sperm donors. However, these same laws have excluded single and lesbian
women from accessing ART, and it was not until the Assisted Reproductive Treatment Act 2008,
which was passed by the Victorian parliament on December 4" 2008, that women without a male
partner were legally given the right to access medically assisted DI.

DI has long been used by heterosexual couples in cases of male infertility, but these days, the
right to access medically assisted DI has become especially important for single and lesbian wom-
en who do not have access to donated sperm in Victoria. In this paper, by analyzing the argument
over the rights of single and lesbian women to access DI in Victoria, which was provoked by the
case McBain v the state of Victoria (2000), the reasons which have prevented single and lesbian
women from using medically assisted DI and the inherent nature of DI as a procedure which

could subvert the hetero-normative and male-dominant concept of the family, will be discussed.
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