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Genealogy of the Acceptance and Development of
Ballroom Dancing in China:
Looking at a different kind of modern and contemporary
Asian history from the perspective of gender

OHAMA Keiko

(Central Compilation &Translation Bureau)

DanceSport (competitive ballroom dancing) became an official Asian Games sport in the Guangzhou
Asian Games, 2010, and the Chinese team won all ten DanceSport gold medals, signaling to the whole
world that China is the greatest country for competitive dancing in Asia. Everyone knows that DanceSport
evolved out of ballroom dancing, which traces its origins back through the court dancing of the European
aristocracy to folk dancing in Medieval Europe. Ballroom dancing was imported into and spread through
Asian countries in modern times, and both Japan and China began to accept this completely new kind of
Western dancing in the late 19th century. Its arrival in Japan coincided with the Meiji Restoration, which
was followed by a period of prosperity during the Taisho Democracy. However, at this time, ballroom
dancing in Japan was confined to indoors hidden from public view and carried with it sexual connotations,
and its practice was confined to those who were most open to Western cultural influence. By contrast,
ballroom dancing was openly accepted in China, and many people enjoyed dancing in both private and
public. Japan and China are both Asian countries, so why was there such a difference in their responses to
ballroom dancing?

In addition, an important characteristic of ballroom dancing is that a man and a woman dance as a
couple. The man leads and the woman follows, which is both a reflection of the relation between the
genders in society and provides a platform for the partners to manifest their love for each other. The
acceptance of this kind of dance in China has a direct connection with the emergence and spread of the
discourse of heterosexual love and the modern concept of a family with a husband and wife as its center.

This paper analyzes the relation between the ideology of heterosexual love and ballroom dancing that
emerged in China and permeated Chinese culture in the 20th century and traces the main threads of its
development from the perspective of gender history. I start by tracing it back to the end of the Qing
Dynasty when ballroom dancing was first welcomed in China and examine the stage in which dance
progressed from dance drama to dance to dance education. Second, I explore the phenomenon of dancehalls
and dancehall hostesses that flourished in Shanghai during the republican era, and the new kind of
problems it posed for social customs. Third, I discuss the Communist Party’s practice of “war-time
dancing” during the Yan'an period and the abolition of ballroom dancing in the 1950s during the period of
society construction, followed by reemergence of ballroom dancing and the controversy over its abolition.
Fourth, I analyze the reacceptance of ballroom dancing during the reform and opening up period and the

revival of the culture of gender difference. Also discussed is how ballroom dancing became intertwined
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with the commodity economy then and dancehalls reemerged despite legal strictures against them. I also
discuss the emergence of International Standard dancing and DanceSport, both of which combine
competition and artistry; the progression from folk dancing to professional dancing; and the trend from
concrete to abstract and other changes in the stagecraft of International Standard dancing.

In brief, this paper presents a different kind of modern Asian history created by the common people that

doesn'’t appear in mainstream histories.
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A phase of Gender Surrounding Body Technique in Religious Ritual
— Turkish Alevi's Negotiation and Reaction —

YONEYAMA Tomoko

(Kansai University)

This article explores a phase of gender surrounding body technique in religious ritual in the city,
focusing on Turkish Alevi's gender negotiation and reaction in the city which has been modernized, through
body technique called Semah. For a long time, religious ritual, especially body technique in ritual, has been
interpreted as a symbol of the community and with a form that never changes. But in fact, religious ritual,
especially body technique in religious ritual, has changed with the tendency of society. Undoubtedly Alevi’
s ritual has been also changed since Turkey's urbanization in the 1950s. This article examines the
relationship between body technique in religious ritual and gender role in modern society. It draws on data
collected in an ethnographic study of Alevis in Istanbul, Turkey.

Alevi literally means those who believe in Imam Ali. The Alevi community is an unorthodox Islamic
sect in Turkey widely dispersed throughout Anatolia. Semah had originally been performed in the religious
ritual called Cem. Semah is the only way to unite with god among Cem. It has been said that Alevi had less
traditional gender role expectation than Sunni (Muslim) . But a Semah, called Tokat Semah, also shows
characteristic of Alevis gender role.

Since the urbanization, peasants have moved to large cities to find work. Alevi living in Anatolia have
also moved to large cities such as Istanbul. Alevis have formed Cultural Associations in the cities to which
they ve moved. They have come to live in circumstance where there are a lot of people who have different
values with Alevi . Finally Alevi's gender role has come to change like Sunni’s. In such circumstances,
Alevi came to view Semah as a part of their culture, in addition to a religious ritual, in order to appeal to
their own rights. Turks themselves view Semah as [Dance (oyun)]. And Alevi has created five places
where Semah is performed, in order to reconcile contradiction between viewing Semah as strictly religious
and performing it in contexts that are not religious. There is no gender role (rules) in such places. But
reaction to the five places has tended to reveal gender role (rules) like Sunni's, with tendency of society.

As a result, currently, body technique in ritual is strongly linked with daily practices and gender role in

the city.
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Women's Involvement in the Decision-making
Process and Time Constraints

— A case study on Fukui prefecture —

TSUKAMOTO Toshiyuki
(Fukui Prefectural University)

In spite of the increase of the employment ratio of women, the proportion of women with the managerial
position is lower in Fukui Prefecture. At the same time, the proportion of women as prefectural assembly
members, city and town councilors, and presidents of neighborhood association is lower. It means that
women cannot fully participate in policy making processes of many important areas.

Without progress in sharing household chores between both sexes, social advancement of women in
terms of employment can not necessarily enhance women's involvement in important decision-making pro-
cess. Rather, as a result of the double burden of wage labor and unpaid labor, it is difficult for women to
have enough time for participating in community activities and social activities and forming a willingness
to get involved actively in the community and local government. Double burden of wage labor and unpaid
labor, also affects the length of working hours and becomes one of the factors which alienate women from
important decision-making processes in the workplace.

In this paper, by using the data of social research, I tried to statistically analyze the effects of the length
of working hours and the frequency of implementation of routine chores on the degree of participation in
social activities and the extent of involvement in the process of decision making in various areas. It was re-
vealed that the private matters about sharing household chores between both sexes in the family relate to
the issues of political involvement in the decision making processes through the circuit of time constraints.

In the previous study, I found that the gender- role attitude and the working hours of men have a signifi-
cant effect on daily household labor of men. It is required to promote the awareness of men and to design a

social system that allows one to choose balance of work and life proactively at each life stage.
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The Presence of “Small Theatre is fine” and the future
of Women in Kansai’s Theatre Scene

TANASE Miyuki
(leader, playwright and stage director of the theatre company Nansen-Hokuba)

Theatre companies which perform in venues with less than 200 seats are called “Small Theatre
Ensemble”. In Kansai I have been working as playwright, stage director and leader of theatre companies
for almost 15 years.

As part of the economic upswing in the 80's the Small Theatre Scene in Kansai experienced a boom and
young ensembles were supported by theatre houses and mass media. Around 2000 female playwrights from
the region received a large number of awards and drew national attention to the Kansai area.

Currently the Small Theatre Scene suffers under the closing of popular private theatres and the already
few public venues, caused by the actual economic depression.

From my point of view, a woman in her 30’s, deeply tide up in the Kansai's theatre scene, I will report
about my experiences and also, based on extracts of my work, talk about some gender themes.

When I started playwrighting in my student days, I was not aware of gender topics in general. Even if |
came across an obstacle I did not recognize it as a gender issue. However, while continuing my work and
elaborating on human relationships in my dramas, I became of aware that one of the reason for some
problems in my daily life were closely related to gender issues.

In my drama “On My Way Home" (2000) I picked up the topic of female memories. Unconsciously, I
included episodes in which women were oppressed or discriminated against by society. For example, as the
play focused on the generation of my grandmother, I depicted women as always being the ones betrayed
and not as the betrayer. In those times, women were not able to choose their own way of life. Nowadays in
their grandchildren’s generation, I was able to build up my own career as a playwright. While I looked at
the differences between the generations, it seemed to me that today women might have the same
opportunities as men. But is that really so?

My “Still, T look up to the sky” (2009) approached gender issues in a different way. I did not deal with
the problems directly, but showed the relationship between victim and aggressor and watching and being
watched. For an actress it is only natural to be watched by the audience. But what will happen if the actress

turns from the observed object into the observing subject?
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