BAY v 5 -5 #5285 20254

R

Female Soldiers in the Israeli Military :
An Analysis Through Intersectionality of Gender and Ethnicity

Yuki SAWAGUCHI
(Hitotsubashi University)

This paper examines the structural inequalities among female soldiers in the Israeli military through
the lens of intersectionality. It outlines two distinct power structures that permeate the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) — a gender regime that subordinates women, and an ethnic hierarchy that privileges Ashkenazi
Jews (European-origin) over Mizrahi Jews (Middle Eastern- and North African-origin) . The analysis
demonstrates how these structures intersect to shape the unequal distribution of social and economic
opportunities for female soldiers based on their ethnic backgrounds.

The findings reveal that Ashkenazi women are positioned to benefit from their ethnic privilege,
associated with being “civilized” and “intellectual,” to convert their military service into advantageous
career paths. In contrast, Mizrahi women are structurally excluded from such opportunities, facing multiple
discrimination stemming from ethnic stereotypes within the military, restrictive patriarchal norms within their
communities, and economic hardships.

By analyzing the internal divisions within the seemingly monolithic category of “female soldier,” this
paper argues that an intersectional approach is crucial for understanding how the military enforces traditional
gender norms and reproduces and deepens societal ethnic cleavages. This analysis highlights how unique

forms of structural disadvantage are created for women positioned at the intersection of these hierarchies.
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