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Between Emancipation and Trauma? : Insights from the Experience
of “the German Wehrmacht’s Female Auxiliary” in Alsace

Kae ISHII
(Doshisha University)

It was long believed that no female soldiers existed within the German Wehrmacht during the Nazi
era. However, since the late 1980s, this understanding has been called into question. The focus at this time
turned to the German Wehrmacht's female auxiliary. Leaving their family homes, these women undertook
various military duties, including communications and air defense, in locations close to the front lines. Their
experiences were summarized as “between emancipation and trauma” — expanding women's traditional
spheres of activity while simultaneously subordinating them to the military and exposing them to the dangers
of combat and reprisals. This paper re-examines the concept of the “female soldier” within this “between
emancipation and trauma” framework, analyzing testimonies and ego documents (memoirs) from female

auxiliaries in the Alsace region, which was annexed by Nazi Germany.
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