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Expressing Sexuality among Chinese Women :
Through Writing Female-Oriented Online Pornographic Novels

Lisa YUN

(Doctoral Course, Graduate School of Kansai University)

This study examines the practice of Chinese women writing female-oriented online pornographic novels,
interpreting it as a meaningful form of sexual expression within a highly regulated sociocultural environment.
Since the 2010s, writing such novels online has become relatively widespread among Chinese women;
however, state-imposed restrictions remain stringent, and deeply rooted gendered double standards continue
to make it difficult for women to express sexuality.

Employing in-depth interviews, the research frames these women as “producers of media and culture”
and investigates their creative practices and the significance of their work.

The findings indicate that, for Chinese women, writing female-oriented online pornographic novels
under conditions of oppression serves as a meaningful cultural practice. Through these novels, women create
spaces for self-expression on the internet, thereby visualizing sexual subjectivity and constructing new styles
of sexual representation. At the same time, they navigate tensions between internalized gender norms and
external societal restrictions, challenging and negotiating existing norms. Furthermore, the writing of such
novels functions as a co-creative cultural practice that fosters solidarity among women beyond individual

desire.
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