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The Representation of Female Soldiers in Chinese
Military Theatre: Path to Waiting for You in Heaven

Fumi NAKAYAMA

China has a distinctive theatrical genre known as “military theatre”. This genre has served as a vital
component of socialist theatre, with aims of educating and propagandising soldiers. This study elucidates
the change of the representation of “masculinity and femininity expected in the military” demonstrated in the
military theatre. Chapter 1 focuses on the theme of Growing Through Combat (1950) . This drama evinces
the “masculinity” shown off in frontline assaults is always rewarded and that the “femininity” is responsible
for supporting the growth of male soldiers. Chapter 2 discusses a female unit taken prisoner during the Long
March and another female unit deserted by the main force. They Have No Epitaphs (1985) depicts female
soldiers driven mad and sacrificed by sexual violence. Horse Hoofs Shatter (2007) throws light on female
soldiers who leave their unit to carry out a special mission. They went through many hardships, trying to
catch up with the main force. Their miserably exhausted figures betray in reverse the cruelty of the “masculine”
military. Chapter 3 examines Waiting for You in Heaven (2002) . This deals with the married life of an
18-year-old girl who gives up her romantic feelings to become the wife of an older cadre in accordance with
the organisation's orders. She, a fine female soldier, proves herself a good wife and mother as well. Yet she
never thinks she loves her husband; she merely has been kind and faithful to him. The downsizing of the

military theatre troupe by 2018 will likely alter the image of female soldiers.
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