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Special Issue : Female Soldiers and Gender
— Statement of Purpose

Miho MITSUNARI
(Otemon Gakuin University)

The emergence of total war in the twentieth century marked the first moment in history when women
were mobilised for military purposes on a large and systematic scale. Despite this new mode of mobilisation,
the experiences of female soldiers have long remained outside the central analytical concerns of historical
scholarship, rendered invisible or relegated to the margins. This situation points to the presence of gender
bias not only within military history, but within the discipline of history more broadly. It also underscores the
need to recognize that the military has functioned not merely as a microcosm of society, but as an institutional
apparatus that enforces and reproduces state-sanctioned gender norms.

In recent years, the growing instability of the international order has led some states to reconsider the
reinstatement of conscription, or even the introduction of conscription, for women. Under such circumstances,
a historical re-examination of the relationship between military institutions and gender has become an urgent
task for understanding the contemporary configurations of military mobilization.

This special issue addresses several central questions. First, under what historical conditions have
women been positioned as “soldiers,” or conversely, excluded from that category. Second, why have the
experiences of female soldiers been rendered invisible within historical narratives, and what structural
factors have contributed to this erasure. Third, how have military institutions reproduced gender norms and
thereby supported systems of total national mobilization. Moreover, the experiences of female soldiers have
never been monolithic; they have been internally differentiated along lines of class, ethnicity, and assigned
roles. Understanding how such divisions have been utilized by military and state institutions—and who has
benefited from them — constitutes another crucial line of inquiry.

Taken together, these problematics provide a foundation for repositioning the historical experiences of

female soldiers and for critically rethinking the interplay between military institutions and gender norms.
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‘Be Feminine, Be a Soldier’:
Gendered Dynamics of Military Service in Second World War Britain

Toshiko HAYASHIDA

This study examines the gendered dynamics of military service by analysing the roles and
representations of women assigned to support duties in Britain during the Second World War. Although
women were legally granted military status in 1941, their responsibilities remained confined to non-
combatant tasks such as clerical work, transport, and communications. Recruitment campaigns cultivated the
image of the ‘feminine soldier’, presenting military service as an extension of domestic roles through posters
and advertisements in women's magazines. The Auxiliary Territorial Service, in particular, targeted ‘ordinary’
young women, promoting the continued preservation of the masculine identity within the armed forces.
Drawing on recruitment posters, official policy documents, and testimonies from male soldiers collected
by Mass Observation, a social research project established in 1937, this study demonstrates how women'’s
mobilisation into the military was mediated by the imperative to maintain femininity. Despite their formal
status as soldiers, women were consistently framed as auxiliaries, reinforcing wartime gender hierarchies
rather than challenging them. Their participation was not only functional —intended to free men for frontline
service—but also symbolic, preserving the gendered boundaries of military identity. This analysis highlights
the paradox of gender integration in wartime: women were permitted to serve only to the extent that they
remained recognisably feminine. Their mobilisation was not merely a logistical response but a political and
cultural process that simultaneously restructured and reinforced gender norms within the military institution.
Moreover, the presence of female soldiers ultimately contributed to the consolidation of homosocial male

solidarity within the ranks.
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2000, p.29.
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22 MO, TC32-1-F, Soldiers’ Attitudes to ATS, 10 November 1941, p.1.

23 MO, TC32-1-F, Soldiers feelings about ATS, by Undergraduate, Male, Age21, 19 October 1941, the 2™ sheet.
24 MO, TC32-1-F, ATS Report-Attitudes of Men, by H. Novy, RAMC Woolwich, p. 1.
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28 MO, TC32-1-F, ATS, 28 October 1941, p. 1.
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FERBNELL L2 BIOLHBEEIDLD0OD, WLz bNEFEIZALERD &M\iﬁf‘?&m*f%l
ELT ATS OFFHI &2 LT 5720120, NERB LR THEEZ EIFs 2 & iz L - F:
FROREFIEITHE OBET CH < R ADLMEI ﬁﬁ¢é &L BB ZBIETEDLEZTRIZBNT
BX, RPKRETR-72E ERPHEEZMBENZ L EIZRICVONDL LT LI EDBRE SN

TWEDRERIZASL Z EIZHREN R 501L iti%wﬂmktféﬁtwu\ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ
S5LE] #BBoTLEI DL EVILDTHo72. HS % [HEHED Lt (ordinary soldier) | & 23
T2H5F T ==, [ LRAICBADP S, ATSIZIEAS> TUT L v & B 1IZ#EV v,
ENRLHLE, TbERUINNZLE L2205 EBESTLE ) IR TIE R
L. ATS IZFEETIE v, K72 20 L) b DICL &) LT 2DI1kM#ES T b % Ll
FIHRLTBY, 2 LAEBZPRBMIYL DD THS7I D)W b, T2, b EMEET
VOB HEPEIRIZF EFELNT WD L) BTN H 5 —T7, [EEROFGZENERIZAN
EEHIHEFELTCLEY T, DFVHEKRL COEPLEOMEI VAR T EEL L) FE R DA
CHEEENTWLEZ EDbh b,

MO OGRS N B LA b0 [HoFE] 1I2id, THELEZ2B8EICEs 2794 X
LTELRIBEVL L v, K- BIERLEOEONSE L CHREINTBY, Tkl %
Tl A BEOREAED , Bt L TORRDRLERNOEME TIE R, [HEET V] ICEIPN TV,
Z2UE (IS L 2EORIE] L) BEREY, —EOWHEHE L7z tkic X 2605 2@ e LC
WEL X9 LT 0PN TN o EZ ONL, MR TEY L2 R E0T 251
THELEPERLEPVORRE L TEATHLVHFLALRENTWAZEEITTRL, IV
Z— S LR OREY = v VRO EDOR S ZHAND ZETELEA ),

HhYIC
DU O, HRCEFEITIZED L) B LG R 1059 e RKIEOEFEFH B ORK

36 MO, TC32-1-F, ATS Behaviours, 22 October 1941, pp.3-5.
37 MO, TC32-1-F, Report on ATS by R. A. Done, Manchester, 21 October 1941, p.3.
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HRto B L] 28l BOLRT RO L TEELEE LR/ Lz, AT, KiEdix
e v [BoBE | 2RILT 22BN D - 72720, FORENIIERBEIESICRE S, Btk
T EIMEIC X S e BEEESTERIIEN L 2 S LT 720, B LWERALO
T, EOSPHEICEIHE RHEZRD 7205 TlE e \ve MO IZFELNMEEIRT LI, £
IR T A S e fm i L HERR O EREAAE L T s, B R R B0 &k L.
Thabb KO L&) #RFLACMERILTE S22 T, BUHELIEIZOFEELBISME
LEEI VDRG] EW) Ly TV EMBZ LI X o TERNGR Y = v =Bz sFs 9 & L.
T OFEIEIX, FHRGICERICBIT L KREY — 3 v VARBOER 254 2 FINAER L7z0
Thb

51, BERANOLHOB A, [BHLWER] L [Z5 LWEE] LI BETEHBOY =~
F—btxk b6 L, [ aWHFE] & L THEELOTICMED T Szt tid, EAT
L= B B o, S ERILT 2 REI R IR 7o, BIIRIERURE L, R o
Fhts & BRGSO BRI R I N D L 512, AT BB 2B L OBERHIMERIL L 728
FThdHorzo WEITHDERIIES Chd, BHIZIELTOT LN, HHEELEHTIToN
72o DR TIE ATS O—HEPRE & 0 BiZeBBPRICERE L 72 0 A, B2k o Tid ATS
SRERE L2 &) B AR ET 2 B E0 S Z LT B TIIBZRERR CMBTE % %
f192H L) LR CTH) HELENOD2BMOTH, TNENEMICE LNz, DX ),
Bl EHEOEBROMEICL 5T, BEFROL LI VT —3FHHEESN-OTH 5,

HOEHOBE & L THE R R % o 7o ok bid, it E o X9 ICERofIIiE
D SENT=DIESD ) Do WifED A F) ATHEIF S [HEANDHER (Back to Normal) | &) &
00—, BESLEGHOFHERZT TR, Ve F—HFEoRE*LEETLILDOTH o7, 5
—Wﬁﬁﬁ&kﬁﬁt\&%@4¥UZTi%(@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ#@iéht#\@'w'§$=£
FALEOFEREE, &) DI HIBLE % BT LA~ I Bid, 29 Lo KEOFEREOH:
AP SHRESN, BF56L %HE"J IREIENS OV R YDKRTA MR- VIZHL [ 5T
(cenotaph) | &9 Flamid, — kIt A KEOBILE © BT L HNTETHNZLDTH L5
”*ﬁﬁﬁk%#%mbfi% 2 FOIEE LRI STz M5k 7 7 Ddefili T4
TR R R O 725 (The Women of World War 11) | &\ ) e @2 ¢ ozt 8%

38 Parliamentary Papers, 1946, cmd. 6832, xv, Strength and Casualties of the Armed Forces and Auxiliary Services of the
United Kingdom 1939-1945.

39 Jeremy A. Crang, ' “Come into the Army, Maud”: Women, Military Conscription, and the Markham Inquiry’, Defense Studies, 8
(3),2008, p.388. 7272 L. BE - iff - 22O LMEEROMIC, FFEL KM OP##IE D B ORI S £
nTwiz,
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60 SEDFEM L 722005 FFEDZ & TH Do ZHUITCATS OELHLL72HIC X BB E DT OETH -
72h5, BB CTIRBEONRAEANICE L F ST, EF LS RE OMEHRE Cihv 72 2t
FTIREND L) FFAITIAD - 72 %% Wik 60 2 RETH B . LR EFEROF.LH TR
BOY] THHFRTA FFR—VTHET L L0 L, A0 WIRPURDHEE L Tz 2
EWIDDRZ Do £ FITVREANEMRET LM E L TR SN0 L, [HERIER K
WO | IFEANERBAZELCEEZEONRETILHDOTH o720 2F ), WHIIF L2
BIZH ) A5 1o LTHELTOOTIE R K HRAPBEEORdRLSINL I LIZLo TR
Mt ] V) FEETIWICATHILEN 2D TH D, TRLZODREMIZAONDE Y 2 v ¥ —
IERFRMEIL, iR L V) RVIEZEMOF T, WELBEFRNY = vy —HpaREEL LD L3 54
KM NP EFNTTVDE I EEZR LTV D,

[f5E] AWFZE1 ISPS BHFE: GRS 23K00896) DB % 2172 b DT 5.

40 KHELOREMORTED CHRETOVTIE, B [TER SN HBR] —F KRR L 1 £ 2
BB 2B DR 75— BTG aRs) 45 46 5. 2023 45,
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Female Soldiers in the Israeli Military :
An Analysis Through Intersectionality of Gender and Ethnicity

Yuki SAWAGUCHI
(Hitotsubashi University)

This paper examines the structural inequalities among female soldiers in the Israeli military through
the lens of intersectionality. It outlines two distinct power structures that permeate the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) — a gender regime that subordinates women, and an ethnic hierarchy that privileges Ashkenazi
Jews (European-origin) over Mizrahi Jews (Middle Eastern- and North African-origin) . The analysis
demonstrates how these structures intersect to shape the unequal distribution of social and economic
opportunities for female soldiers based on their ethnic backgrounds.

The findings reveal that Ashkenazi women are positioned to benefit from their ethnic privilege,
associated with being “civilized” and “intellectual,” to convert their military service into advantageous
career paths. In contrast, Mizrahi women are structurally excluded from such opportunities, facing multiple
discrimination stemming from ethnic stereotypes within the military, restrictive patriarchal norms within their
communities, and economic hardships.

By analyzing the internal divisions within the seemingly monolithic category of “female soldier,” this
paper argues that an intersectional approach is crucial for understanding how the military enforces traditional
gender norms and reproduces and deepens societal ethnic cleavages. This analysis highlights how unique

forms of structural disadvantage are created for women positioned at the intersection of these hierarchies.
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VIV F—LIAZYT 4 OREEDP DR
£ AT TVED LA

L A
(—HERT)
® B
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BN RERE D L TWA 2 EZHSRIIT 5,
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HE] LI RATLAIAT, 33 2a=7 4 ORXEH., 2L CRENNGOERZIERICED .,
ZOWER D OBENIHBR SN T2 L) MR LR TH 5, [ZMHRE] L) —RT2L
WHAR N T T — 2 REWEOBRED ST 5 2 & T A R BB 2 ERMEA, ¥ x5 —
CIADYT A ERNEISELTET, INHIZESCHENAR T WHPICHEREL, T EsH
ZIHLNCT 5,

1. I ZC®HIC

1948 EQRELIK, A AT T VB LMEE R E T 2HEH BT b, 18U EOLSY
ANERDIZIZETENRET 2 ZoORIEIL, ERENZEROFPTEEL o TWwa, Bz, Jbkk
TRAYV =T R/ V7 =TT CTIILHEBIEAEA ST 525 (Persson and Sundevall 2019) |
2022 FOBTTIZE DY 7 T A FTREUBEOZERBEREOELZERIZ, 7 ~v—27 1 2026 4F
DOF IR BT 5 2 53K L7 (Jonsson et al. 2024)c LA L. 245 DE 4 HEEH
EH LM ABESEHT 2O L. A AT VORI L D EIEHNTH ) . ZORHED S
BERED 2 v —IZHATAWRICBW T LR LT [HIMERI] & LCTifbuC & 72 (7 2022, 77) -

O [AATTVEHR] ISR L, A ATV EFEFE T L5E1E, T E WV HIEIEREDN
2V —LEnTwd e v) 72 I = A MEBEBFROAIR (Enloe 2000 72 &) ZFML. €
DOFHEONFEEZHL L TE2e A AT TIOVEIE [ 25 HEA 2 #l%k  (a hyper-masculine
organization) | T V) . ZOMEE T CTAMELORBEIIYE TII W E2YRR SN T 5, flz i3



BAY v 5 -5 #5285 20254

Lomsky-Feder and Sasson-Levy (2017) (2 XU, L& L ORI SREEEEIC L o TRZ 5,
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THRHL T hhorze Lo T, FRIIZERORE2L, A AT TNVEICBITAT V2
TFY— gL IXT e - ARMEOMIC, R, BLUZOROMEH - EFIRE ORI
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) wHiaE Y AT, CERA, EE - B EREE SO R LD (Atar Mitgaysim
2024 ;Tsahal n.d.) o
COEPEBEAMICERN A Y £ v V- EE v oo, BERHIEZOL 01, £1ART
WY R B LAENGET o WHEOZEMIIEHE L D E . WK EE L LTHIELR
OB 2 B 51213, RADPIRINEE T 5 LERDH 5. 4 AT TIVETIIESHIFRADH-
IZE B COIRIEREBR A EM SN D 20, IO FEREE TR 2 HEEN 2 HI0 & 7% -
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120 2 EE T T D 14% 1238 X %\ (Karazi- *1 AASTIOEEFEGSR
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YL R ETAREMOREE & 7l HY
. ZHEOERNORKOFERKIL, Foa—2 AR L »HY
NCRoZ2ZF Y ANLOHEEIIH L EE Hi L : CIA (2022) ;Gittleman (2022) ; Kol Zekhut No'ar
> w7 (Berkovitch 1 609-11) 4 O (n.d.);Meytav (2018) % &8 L 48 1Em
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R, WE, FRAHEME LT 5 RO FEIE 48 4 H. EESA Ty ML EORE
SR, BHERELIC AN —FTR, ke  PEBENTSATe S, \
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SOV —HFid, ERENOBANEBERE L TN, PHEBEFROERI, [
BB A REAZHAEOBMREE | & [HERBOZ L WEWWE T & v ) Iz s 4
AT L oREEL, BICREEFPBEEREOTICRE S NS Z i3, SO oRE L
), THITENERE LTRZENRTWEREZ IR T % (Sasson-Levy 2007, 496-99), Z D —
BITHLERIZBITDEZ 22TV - NFARAY MOV, DA T+—< Y MILEEPLD
PERBREALEEICHL [E9FTH5IENTELOTLL YD ? HVMEELIZ) BHEEOAT
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EPERMBIL L, BEEg% B ICENTW DS 2 D505,
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TyarFY—n) REOBRENEENIIEZ 2~ IATL—AIXR LT, Bl 7+
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(Smooha 1978, 88)
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7o, BEAAMERV L VI EIHETE v ) TS HAD R WERICEE SN D 720, ZORFiE E T
BREMENICEDN L, Lo T, HNE [IEMHIZ] BhoF v ) 7% Pl 3 2 5% & 5 S
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DV YRR, Ty art Y — 2O TREEEISEE ) . 1S AHE K TOE% 2GR T
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BRIZBWTE, SO A=y 7 ARG IR, BEFEMOEL AN HM6 L T2, HE
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BIZIE, BEEEHT N - TETITEWTI < b -y a ZIEALD 33 fFoREE2EHRL TN S
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DT RIS [5eFT] LI E B 5 ST %  (Lomsky-Feder and Sasson-Levy
2017, 30) 0

COHFOHEBES 1L, ERTOIHES 2 b 0 EMELINLHEH25 b R THNL, HEHA ¥

T =<y ME, ETEBELHBOLZI AT — 20U HIED.. ZOBERLERIZO»PPDST.

WIEIIa=74006 [[REREZLE HHERLTFE T 2L T0whWw] 2wy HTHR (20K
HRONE | L) Ty vy —liENTWizEfEo7z % Witk Tz L7z &b, BERDD
DNFEHA, HIEE LT, FELEFOI L, TNMPHIFEENTWADTY ] LW ) ELDOFTEHIR
FTEIE, IXATE—LA - TI 22T 4 TOREHNY = > & —HEITLHEOREBREZ I L T b,
F723 X7 b — A LHEOREESIIREFIRES & b 450D {5 Lomsky-Feder and Sasson-Levy (2017,
22) MRS B L1, MFBOLME (Z0ELHFIATe—2) E, Ritx L2 LENH D Z
Ll ERINEERREARFET 27— ANE L BRI 2 L BRSEENICHEETH 5,
TACHEE R MEE Yz 728 LT, ERNTOF v ) 782 &M ICHIR S S, [5
HThV] Lo/ ZAT LA A TICHDE, I AT e—2HIEF v ) TICENS R WER 7,
W# (EHLF) IR U SN LHEANHE . ZORE, HEIXT—L2 LBy Tr—~<
SRR [(ERERZTETORANZZED) BB (2 LTwb0) 2RZZ)LET. HD
EHBE (BRwd) 2R203HEFESHL20OTYT] LiELLHI2° kb aIa=F+«
ERIZBNT, BEPOHIFFETE 2% v TIIERE 2 EOFERMTEHIREI NS B TH L,
DEHIZ, V2T I AZT T ADPRETHHEEOPFT, BEICEoTIZXT— A

4 DI, 202341 H30 H, EHIZLDS ¥ Ea—
5 IRBEK, 202343 H3 0. FHICLD VI Ea—

27



28

BOAK Y -T2 T ORENDS BB A AT TN FOLHURLT

BT B RS DRI AR D TRV

VIV LI AZYTAPRET DHEEIL I AT - AR ORISR fIciE
W\ 5, ?\ﬁ&ir.ﬁwﬁﬁjfﬁéﬁ@ TN OF XA % 15560 2 bk & 72 5139 T
Hbo LYK BICL 5> Tk, ZORMED, RENHEE 2 UE L BWIET TR L RIS - HiE
EWVIOERI Y 2 v ¥ —1REEHBEN LWL D ERZ SN, FRELTHIDII =T A NT
DFHIRCAFIE T HH 2 BT 2MME % TV, # W EEHLZ Y VA7 82D I 2D TH S,

4. BHbYIC

Aild, A AT TNVEIIBIT L [KHEEL] ot E, Vv ¥y -tz 2= 71 O%EEE
WOBED LU TE 7, E2ETERO Y 2 v F—HF LT A=y 7 2B EHEEY TN ZIURL
7T B3ETIE, SOZODMENIKETAHIET, TYartIV—af IXTe—2a1L
PEOBI, EREHZ B U AN - REOEEORS % © 5 RN EENEEIE LTV S
EERHLDIC Lz SWATRLZZDE, T a7+ 3 — AR [CHl] - TR LR aSh5
TAZy 7 b RS BRI A B 2 F ¢ ) TR 2SO~ T .3 A7k —
AP, IR E W) AT LA S AT, a3 227 1 OFRLER, L CREMNKNGOE
R ZVERICE D . ZORED HHEENICHIIR SN TV LW REDHFETH 5.

ARSHS 2 L7z & )12, AT H 4 2 2R OBA Z R O TIE% < BREN»OMIFDE
AL Z R LCHRITH D, F/oBEL ) [ ICHEEA MR [2BWT, BRI
EPNRTOREE L2 RET LI LT, [KHEEL] L) 77T -SRI
EWTED, T LmD b, REGOME LY EROGITIEAT 2 EEEEZRT I LD TE/:
7259

WIZ, ARORRE LTUTOMERIEL 2\ B— XA RIS EN 2 Y T220
C OREE T TR LSRR T WA T 200 L) FREEwR O NG o7z, TO I
AFSIZEED 72w, F720 ARIZT Y a7 Y- IXS—L bV ATV AD KT AZy Y
FERNCENEZLTED, A ATINVHEDIAZ Y TR ESIZETH D, SHRITTFFET R
RT7ITTHR OSVAFTFN) . SREBLARROLEZ L2 SN T LT, 4 AT T)IVE|Z
B2 AMOBE M 5§ 5 2 L 2 HigL 72w,

BEHR
ERESCR. 2022, [kt v D HEf ] BRI e B R IR 4y
FELVER 2024, DBIEMIIROBIEIE E ZoBRNE S [FH7 5 7] 189:14-16.

2025, [HURA AT TVIZBIT A ER & FHIROBLR - BRMER L 10 H 7 HUBEOS
ﬁ%ﬁ SHEBR LT THARPHSSER] 41 (1) 91-125.

Berkovitch, Nitza. 1997. “Motherhood as a National Mission : The Construction of Womanhood in the Legal
Discourse in Israel.” Women'’s Studies International Forum 20 (5-6) :605-19.



BAY v 5 -5 #5285 20254

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) . 2022. “Israel.” In The World Factbook. Accessed July 24, 2025.
https : //www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/israel/.

Collins, Patricia Hill, and Sirma Bilge. 2020. Intersectionality. Cambridge : Polity Press.

Crenshaw, Kimberle. 1991. “Mapping the Margins : Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence against
Women of Color.” Stanford Law Review 43 (6) :1241-99.

Enloe, Cynthia. 1980. Ethnic Soldiers: State Security in Divided Societies. London : Penguin Books.

. 2000. Maneuvers : The International Politics of Militarizing Women's Lives. Berkeley : University
of California Press.

Gittleman, Idit Shafran. 2022. “Women, Go for It!” The Israel Democracy Institute. March 8, 2022. https://
en. idi. org. il/articles/38429.

Harel, Ayelet. 2023. “Women in the Military in Israel.” In The Palgrave International Handbook of Israel,
1-13. Singapore : Springer Nature Singapore.

Horowitz, Dan, and Moshe Lissak. 1989. Trouble in Utopia: The Overburdened Polity of Israel. Albany:
SUNY Press.

Jonsson, Emma, Mikael Salo, Eleri Lilleméde, Frank Bruntland Steder, Thomas Ferst, Kairi Kasearu,
Jurate Novagrockiene, et al. 2024. “Multifaceted Conscription: A Comparative Study of Six European
Countries.” Scandinavian Journal of Military Studies 7 (1) :19-33.

Kachtan, Dana. 2012. “The Construction of Ethnic Identity in the Military—From the Bottom Up.” Israel
Studies 17 (3) :150-75.

. 2017. “*Acting Ethnic’—Performance of Ethnicity and the Process of Ethnicization.” Ethnicities
17 (5) :707-26.

Karazi-Presler, Tair, Orna Sasson-Levy, and Edna Lomsky-Feder. 2018. “Gender, Emotions Management,
and Power in Organizations: The Case of Israeli Women Junior Military Officers.” Sex Roles 78 (7-8)
:573-86.

Khazzoom, Aziza. 2006. “Orientalism at the Gates : Immigration, the East/West Divide, and Elite Iraqi Jewish
Women in Israel in the 1950s.” Signs : Journal of Women in Culture and Society 32 (1) :197-220.

Klein, Uta. 1999. “‘Our Best Boys’: The Gendered Nature of Civil-Military Relations in Israel.” Men and
Masculinities 2 (1) :47-65.

Lavie, Smadar. 2018. Wrapped in the Flag of Israel : Mizrahi Single Mothers and Bureaucratic Torture.
Revised Edition. New York : University of Nebraska Press.

Levy, Yagil. 2012. Israel’s Death Hierarchy : Casualty Aversion in a Militarized Democracy. New York:
NYU Press.

Lomsky-Feder, Edna, and Orna Sasson-Levy. 2017. Women Soldiers and Citizenship in Israel : Gendered
Encounters with the State. London : Routledge.

Madmoni-Gerber, Shoshana. 2022. “From Mainstream to Social Media:The Kidnapped Yemeni Babies
Affair in Israel and the Fight for Memory and Justice.” Journal of Holy Land and Palestine Studies 21 (1)
11-20.

Persson, Alma, and Fia Sundevall. 2019. “Conscripting Women : Gender, Soldiering, and Military Service in
Sweden 1965-2018.” Women's History Review 28 (7) :1039-56.

Robbins, Joyce, and Uri Ben-Eliezer. 2000. “New Roles or ‘New Times’? Gender Inequality and Militarism

29

6l



30

BOAK Y -T2 T ORENDS BB A AT TN FOLHURLT

in Israel’s Nation-in-Arms.” Social Politics 7 (3) :309-42.

Sasson-Levy, Orna. 2003. “Military, Masculinity, and Citizenship: Tensions and Contradictions in the
Experience of Blue-Collar Soldiers.” Identities 10 (3) :319-45.

. 2010. “Where Will the Women Be? Gendered Implication of the Decline of Israel’s Citizen
Army.” In The New Citizen Armies : Israel’s Armed Forces in Comparative Perspective, edited by Stuart A.
Cohen, 173-95. New York: Routledge.

. 2017. “Ethnicity and Gender in Militaries:An Intersectional Analysis.” In The Palgrave
International Handbook of Gender and the Military, edited by Rachel Woodward and Claire Duncanson,
125-43. London: Palgrave Macmillan UK.

Shohat, Ella. 1988. “Sephardim in Israel: Zionism from the Standpoint of Its Jewish Victims.” Social Text,
19/20:1-35.

Smooha, Sammy. 1978. Israel : Pluralism and Conflict. Berkeley : University of California Press.

Atar Mitgaysim. 2024. “Kol HaMeyda al HaShlabim VeHaTahanot BaTsav HaRishon.” March 12, 2024.
Accessed July 24, 2025. https : //www. mitgaisim. idf. il/501210/20210-X"-77157/21-IRW/NANN-1%1-7IRY/ .

HaKneset. 1986. Hok Sherut Bitahon. Y erushalayim.

Kol Zekhut No’ar. n.d. “Petor MiSherut Tsva’i.” Accessed July 24, 2025. https://teen. kolzchut. org.il/he/
Zekhut: Petor MiSherut Tsva’i.

Lerer, Ze’ev. 2021. HaKod HaEtni: Kaba, Mizrahim, Ashkenazim. Y erushalayim: Makhon Van Lir.

Meytav. 2018. “Kol HaMeyda:Petor MeHok Sherut Bitahon.” Accessed July 24, 2025. https://www.
mitgaisim. idf. il/Ketavot/Rashi/Zekhuyot-VeHovot/Kol-HaMeyda-Petor-MeHok-Sherut-Bitahon.

Rega’im Historiyim. 2016. “Tsaha’’l VeHaMa’abarot BiShnot Ha-50.” Rega im Historiyim. Accessed July
24,2025. http://www. historicalmoments2. com/¥17-111y2710-2w1n-71-50.

Smuha, Sami. 1983. “Adatiyut VeTsava BeYisra’el:Tezot LaDiyun ULeMehkar.” Medina, Memshal
VeYahasim Benle umiyim 22 (Horef) :32-5.

Tsahal. n.d. “Tsav Rishon - HaPa’am HaRishona SheTifgeshu et Tsahal.” Tsaha’’l. Accessed July 24, 2025.
https : /www. idf. i1/ MNn-w2/010 - 1IN-287-7/7370-2%7-5/N-IRW-NT 2> -1y

Yedi’ot Ahronot. 2020. “Netune HaArim Nehsefim:MeEifo Magi’im LiYhidat 8200?” Yedi’'ot Ahronot,
December 6, 2020. https://www. ynet. co. il/news/article/ByMDul5;jP.

. 2022. “78% MeHalele Tsahal BeVatash - MeHaPeriferya:’Al HaBituy *Tsva HaAm’ Tsarikh
Lasim Mirkha’ot’.” Yedi ot Ahronot, February 5, 2022. https://www.ynet. co. il/news/article/hypfmOsak.



BAY v 5 -5 #5285 20254

R

The Representation of Military Woman
in the Soviet War Film

Shiho MAEDA

(Shimane University)

This paper pays attention to images of women on the front line in the Soviet war film after Stalin’s death
up to Perestroika. As is well known, Soviet Red Army mobilized 1,000,000 women, however, demobilized
women-soldier was unacceptable for postwar society. They were regarded as morally dubious. To maintain
their honor, they concealed front line experience and became silent. Literary work put women-soldier as
romantic object. It is important that almost all heroines are noncombatant, though many female soldiers took
part in a bloody combat in reality.

We begin our discussion by considering Soviet literary works on WWII as collective memory. First
years after WWII, Stalin hadn’t allowed Soviet people to talk about the war experience. It was not coincidence
to appear a lot of literary works on war after his death. During the Thaw, war depiction as private experience
meant liberation and Destalinization. In the period of Brezhnev, the Authorities celebrated victory to unite
Soviet nationality, instead traumatic war memorial was oppressed again.

Literature described courage officers and soldiers, who protect fatherland from enemies, and their self-
sacrificial act. As a result, genre of war film contribute to create an Imagined Community. At the same
time, they contested with censor, in some instance, they succeed to visualize traumatic war memorial, that
was considered as taboo up to that time. There might be intermixed conformist attitude and desire to narrate
forbidden topic, even in one work.

We analyze stereotype plot and visual images of military women's body, and a few exceptions in
literary works, for example, Mikhail Kalatozov's the Cranes are Flying (1957), Andrei Tarkovsky's Ivan’s
Childhood (1962), Leonid Bykov's One-Two, Soldiers Were Going... (1977), Igor Voznesensky's The
Fourth Height (1977), Stanislav Rostotsky's (1969), Larisa Shepitko’s Wings (1966), Pyotr Todorovsky’
s Wartime Romance (1983). We would like to explore the complex relations of gender hierarchy and
patriotism in the formative process of Soviet postwar war myth. In survivor women lament fallen lover until
her last day, beside that uprear posthumous child. Next, a few exceptions, that is dead female combat must
be examined. In such a case, for example, women anti-aircraft artillery in The Dawns Here Are Quiet show

healthy energy and eroticism. In a word, military women'’s body stay under the paternalistic literary system.
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The Representation of Female Soldiers in Chinese
Military Theatre: Path to Waiting for You in Heaven

Fumi NAKAYAMA

China has a distinctive theatrical genre known as “military theatre”. This genre has served as a vital
component of socialist theatre, with aims of educating and propagandising soldiers. This study elucidates
the change of the representation of “masculinity and femininity expected in the military” demonstrated in the
military theatre. Chapter 1 focuses on the theme of Growing Through Combat (1950) . This drama evinces
the “masculinity” shown off in frontline assaults is always rewarded and that the “femininity” is responsible
for supporting the growth of male soldiers. Chapter 2 discusses a female unit taken prisoner during the Long
March and another female unit deserted by the main force. They Have No Epitaphs (1985) depicts female
soldiers driven mad and sacrificed by sexual violence. Horse Hoofs Shatter (2007) throws light on female
soldiers who leave their unit to carry out a special mission. They went through many hardships, trying to
catch up with the main force. Their miserably exhausted figures betray in reverse the cruelty of the “masculine”
military. Chapter 3 examines Waiting for You in Heaven (2002) . This deals with the married life of an
18-year-old girl who gives up her romantic feelings to become the wife of an older cadre in accordance with
the organisation's orders. She, a fine female soldier, proves herself a good wife and mother as well. Yet she
never thinks she loves her husband; she merely has been kind and faithful to him. The downsizing of the

military theatre troupe by 2018 will likely alter the image of female soldiers.
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Female Soldiers and Japan’s Air-Defense Regime During
Total War : Intersections of Military and Civil Mobilization

Shizue OSA

The modern nation-state institutionalized sexual difference as the basis of social order, designating the
gender responsible for bearing arms as the embodiment of citizenship. The Second World War, as a total war,
eroded these gendered divisions and led to women soldiers across nations. These women soldiers, in turn,
became agents who challenged the established order of the modern state.

Anticipating a decisive battle on the Japanese home front, the Military Service Act was amended in 1945
to make women liable for military service. However, scholarly research has rarely examined the question
of the “woman soldier” in pre-1945 Japan. What kinds of roles, then, could be seen as evidence of soldierly
status? The very act of excluding certain forms of mobilization from the category of the “woman soldier”
reveals the politics involved in defining these roles. In the Imperial Army, women served as communication
personnel with military-civilian status (gunzoku) and were called—both by themselves and others—"female
soldiers.”

In the final stage of the Asia-Pacific War, Japan's air-defense system depended not on the military but
on civil air-defense organizations. Women were therefore mobilized extensively, assigned to firefighting
and monitoring the approach of enemy aircraft. However, as air raids grew more intense, the women who
continued providing information on incoming aircraft were those involved in air-raid surveillance as part of
the civil defense system. The relationship between military and civilian sectors intersected in complex ways.
This article discusses the debates over the conscription of women and concentrates on Japan's air-defense
regime—especially the activities related to air defense that occupied a gray area between combatant and non-

combatant roles, between mobilization for production and mobilization for military service.
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Between Emancipation and Trauma? : Insights from the Experience
of “the German Wehrmacht’s Female Auxiliary” in Alsace

Kae ISHII
(Doshisha University)

It was long believed that no female soldiers existed within the German Wehrmacht during the Nazi
era. However, since the late 1980s, this understanding has been called into question. The focus at this time
turned to the German Wehrmacht's female auxiliary. Leaving their family homes, these women undertook
various military duties, including communications and air defense, in locations close to the front lines. Their
experiences were summarized as “between emancipation and trauma” — expanding women's traditional
spheres of activity while simultaneously subordinating them to the military and exposing them to the dangers
of combat and reprisals. This paper re-examines the concept of the “female soldier” within this “between
emancipation and trauma” framework, analyzing testimonies and ego documents (memoirs) from female

auxiliaries in the Alsace region, which was annexed by Nazi Germany.
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Online Feminism in China as Seen from Douban Groups
— Focusing on Participants in the ‘BL and Misogyny Controversy’—

Jiushan JIANG

This study explores the diversity of online feminism in China and its prospects for future development,
using the “BL (Boys' Love) and Misogyny Controversy” on the Chinese SNS Douban as a case study.
Previous research on online feminism has primarily focused on hashtag feminism;this study, however,
highlights the forum-style platform of Douban to present a different form of feminist practice.

BL, a genre characterized by female creation and consumption, has been positively evaluated as
a feminist culture. However, in recent years in China, a critique has emerged from within the feminist
community arguing that BL is misogynistic due to the absence of female characters and the reproduction
of gender stereotypes. This research analyzes the diverse perspectives within feminism and the unique
characteristics of the Douban platform through interviews with seven Douban users who participated in this
controversy.

The findings reveal that while all interviewees self-identified as feminists, their assessments of BL fell
into three distinct categories: advocacy, criticism, and neutrality. Notably, the participants engaged in in-
depth discussions while respecting each other’s divergent standpoints. Furthermore, Douban’s group function
provides a relatively closed space based on shared interests, functioning as a safer venue for discussing
feminism compared to other SNS.

This study examines how Douban serves as a site for in-depth communication among women, rather

than one-sided information dissemination, addressing needs that cannot be fully met by hashtag feminism.
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Barriers to Female Leadership in Depopulating Rural Areas:
Based on the Survey Results of Male “Section Managers”

Yoshito FUJII

(Mukogawa Women's University)

This study examined how traditional gender roles in depopulating and aging rural areas hinder women's
participation in human resource development and decision-making processes. Specifically, we analyzed
the underrepresentation of female leaders in community associations through interviews with male section
managers.

The study has three distinctive features. First, it focused on section managers, full-time district-level
administrative staff who manage community associations and serve as crucial intermediaries between
associations and government administration. Their deep knowledge of local conditions makes them ideal
subjects for understanding region-specific values and customs. Second, we conducted a comprehensive
survey of section managers across all 12 districts and used Modified Grounded Theory Approach (M-GTA)
to visualize impediment factors. Third, the analysis revealed that the central factor hindering women's
participation was not overt hostility but “consideration,” disguised as thoughtfulness, which corresponds
to benevolent sexism. As this form of sexism appears well-intentioned, it structurally deprives women of
participation opportunities.

Results showed a significant underrepresentation of female officers across all 12 districts compared
to the 1:1 population gender ratio, with virtually no women appointed to leadership positions. The analysis
revealed that the central factor impeding women's participation was not overt hostile sexism, but a form of
“benevolent discrimination.” This discrimination, manifested as “local thoughtfulness and consideration,” is

rooted in traditional values and maintains gender role divisions.
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The Multiplicity of Gender Role Division
Perspectives in Paternal Childcare:
— From Narratives of Men Who Took Parental Leave —

Harumi IWAKI

(Kansai University)

The recent expansion of paternity leave has not eliminated, gender-based division of labor in child-
rearing. This study elucidates men’s diverse perceptions regarding this division, revealing that most fathers
reject the narrow notion that “men work and women do housework and childcare” and take parental leave
based on the belief that “men should also participate in child-rearing.” However, some fathers simultaneously
maintained views that mothers are the primary caregivers and fathers play a supporting role, and also held
attitudes that “men both work and raise children”— compatible with the traditional notion that “men work.”
The decision to take paternity leave is not necessarily predicated on the elimination of fathers gendered
perceptions. Even after taking leave, there were fathers who viewed mothers as the parent primarily
responsible for childcare, and fathers who expressed feelings of helplessness, believing they “could not match
their wives in child-rearing.” Some fathers upon returning to work, left primary childcare responsibilities
to their wives, reverting to a work-centered role. This suggests that even among couples where fathers take
leave, a loose gendered division of labor may persist. Other fathers regarded paternity leave as an opportunity
to break free from the “men work” norm, and some sought to remain actively involved in childcare after
returning to work. These findings suggest that, depending on support systems and environments fathers are
in, paternity leave can promote the reduction of gendered divisions of labor. To advance this process, social

systems and workplace cultures must foster autonomous and sustained paternal engagement in child-rearing.
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Women’s Advocacy Groups
and the 1999 Approval of the Pill in Japan

Yuri TOYODA
(The University of Tokyo)

This article examines how women’s groups contributed to the approval of the oral contraceptive pill in
Japan in 1999, after nearly forty years in suspension. Because women's movements in the 1970s and 1980s
argued that approving the pill would not liberate women, previous studies have assumed that women's groups
in the 1990s must have likewise contributed little to its eventual approval. Instead, the legal breakthrough
has been attributed to the speedy approval of Viagra and following international pressure. Such accounts,
however, cannot fully explain in what ways criticism was intensified following Viagra's approval, and why
and how international pressure increased at that moment.

This study demonstrates that the 1999 approval was facilitated by the strategic advocacy of late-
1990s women'’s groups. Focusing on the Professional Women's Coalition for Sexuality and Health, and the
Women and Health Network 99, this study analyzes hitherto-overlooked newsletters alongside mainstream
newspapers and magazines. These groups actively generated the aforementioned "international pressure"
by publicizing the pill's unapproved status at the Hague Forum and subsequently directing that international
attention within Japan’'s domestic discourse.

This study contributes to the history of sexuality and reproduction by revealing the active role of
women in the approval of the pill. Furthermore, by demonstrating that 1990s women's groups shifted from
prioritizing women's liberation to expanding women's rights within the existing social structure, it establishes
a benchmark for assessing the evolution of women’s movements. Ultimately, the study seeks to offer new

insights about how we can achieve reproductive health and rights today.
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Expressing Sexuality among Chinese Women :
Through Writing Female-Oriented Online Pornographic Novels

Lisa YUN

(Doctoral Course, Graduate School of Kansai University)

This study examines the practice of Chinese women writing female-oriented online pornographic novels,
interpreting it as a meaningful form of sexual expression within a highly regulated sociocultural environment.
Since the 2010s, writing such novels online has become relatively widespread among Chinese women;
however, state-imposed restrictions remain stringent, and deeply rooted gendered double standards continue
to make it difficult for women to express sexuality.

Employing in-depth interviews, the research frames these women as “producers of media and culture”
and investigates their creative practices and the significance of their work.

The findings indicate that, for Chinese women, writing female-oriented online pornographic novels
under conditions of oppression serves as a meaningful cultural practice. Through these novels, women create
spaces for self-expression on the internet, thereby visualizing sexual subjectivity and constructing new styles
of sexual representation. At the same time, they navigate tensions between internalized gender norms and
external societal restrictions, challenging and negotiating existing norms. Furthermore, the writing of such
novels functions as a co-creative cultural practice that fosters solidarity among women beyond individual

desire.
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The Influence of Gender on the Employability of Japanese Language Learners:
Case Studies of Women Scholars of Japan and the Japanese Language in
English-Speaking Contexts

Ari SATO

What impact does residing in Japan —a country perceived to have a significant gender gap— and
learning Japanese have on learners’ careers? This study examines this question through case studies of female
Japanese language learners enrolled in graduate programs in English-speaking countries who focus their
research on Japan and the Japanese language.

The author has previously focused research on graduates’ career characteristics and the meaning they
ascribe to learning from the perspective of learning outcomes, but narratives concerning gender obtained
during the research process remained unanalyzed. This paper examines how female Japanese language
learners studying Japan and Japanese in English-speaking contexts have been influenced in their careers by
residing in Japan and receiving intensive Japanese language education. Specifically, it qualitatively analyzes
narratives obtained through interviews with eight female Japanese language learners, using the components of
employability as a framework and focusing particularly on gender-related narratives.

Results show that, while learning Japanese broadens career possibilities, individuals may intentionally
avoid using Japanese or adjust their career choices due to the influence of Japanese gender norms. It is shown
that employability in Japan is predicated on the assumption that one can evade gender norms by being a
“foreigner”, while the formation and application of "ability" are practices embedded within society and are

not reduced solely to “individual capability”.
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Gender Balance in Senior Decision-Making Roles : Evidence
from Small Municipalities with Growing Female Representation

Kiyo YOSHIKAWA

(Osaka University of Economics and Law)

This study investigates gender balance in government administration of towns and villages. Specifically,
gender balance in secretariat positions with central responsibility for policy coordination and decision-
making. The study focuses on municipalities where the appointment of women to managerial positions within
their administration is relatively advanced.

Focusing on towns and villages in which the proportion of female managers in general administrative
posts exceeded 30% as of 2023, the research examines whether increases in female managerial representation
in municipalities contributes to the correction of gender imbalances in secretariat positions through three
analytical approaches.

Furthermore, this study examines three aspects related to the redress of gender imbalance in secretariat
positions within local governments.: (1) variation in the extent to which local action plans address disparities
in professional experience between men and women; (2) the distorting effect of welfare-related managerial
positions without corresponding progress in overall female participation in secretariat positions; and (3) the
significance of equitable and merit-based personnel practices in small-scale municipalities, such as towns and
villages, where broad work roles reduce differential career trajectories.

The findings suggest that an increase in female managerial representation coupled with mechanisms
to monitor the distribution of positions is essential for eliminating gender role segregation in secretariat

positions within municipal governments.
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Q#sFHRE 6 6 12 50.0% 6.12 7.32 0.6
QRFHERE, SFFRES 3 9 12 75.0% 3.06 10.98 3.96
OERRES 7 15 22 68.2% 7.14 18.29 5.57
GRS 13 30 43 69.8% 13.27 36.59 11.66
©ERRES 17 0 17 0.0% 17.35 0 8.67
DOEEE - B - BREGRES 19 4 23 17.4% 19.39 4.88 7.25
OHUBLRARORES 15 6 21 28.6% 15.31 7.32 3.99
©@F Dt 1 1 2 50.0% 1.02 1.22 0.1
& & 98 82 180 45.6% 100 100 | 43.78 (D 48%%)

(F18) O b, BHER 10 3 13 23.1%

(i) &R 225 ORE R WARKER & b L IZEHEER

KOS 2 Y O ERHEONE L ZEE BleenehosEo Nt
Bk sk W | ahEe | BN k| | - | 2
ORBRES (BEERHHH) 54 12 66 18.2% 21.51 9.68 5.92
Q#sFHRE 16 9 25 36.0% 6.37 7.26 0.44
SRMEEE ., SRR 6 14 20 70.0% 2.39 11.29 445
OHERRES 27 22 49 44.9% 10.76 17.74 3.49
GRS 30 45 75 60.0% 11.95 36.29 12.17
©ERRES 44 0 44 0.0% 17.53 0 8.76
DS - B - BREGRES 40 6 46 13.0% 15.94 4.84 5.55
OHUBELRAZORES 29 16 45 35.6% 11.55 12.9 0.67
©Z Db 5 0 5 0.0% 1.99 0 1
& 251 124 375 33.1% 100 100 | 42.46 (D $5%0)

(F18) O b, BHR 24 5 29 17.2%
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ENAVZE ML | —

Fik ek Wi | mEEs | B | Bt | 2
ORBRES (BREE) 7 3 10 30.0% 15.56 7.5 4.03
QFRFEHRE 3 2 5 40.0% 6.67 5 0.83
QO&FHEME, SRS 1 4 5 80.0% 222 10 3.89
OERRES 4 7 11 63.6% 8.89 17.5 431
Otk RS 4 17 21 81.0% 8.89 425 16.81
O ES 7 0 7 0.0% 15.56 0 7.78
DEEH - BOG - BREEARES 9 4 13 30.8% 20 10 5
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(OFJ2Xii 1 0 1 0.0% 2.22 0 1.11
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QESFHRE 3 0 3 0.0% 75 0 3.75
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O R ES 8 0 8 0.0% 15.69 0 7.84
DIEZE - BDG - BREERS 4 0 4 0.0% 7.84 0 3.92
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