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The Representation of Military Woman
in the Soviet War Film

Shiho MAEDA

(Shimane University)

This paper pays attention to images of women on the front line in the Soviet war film after Stalin’s death
up to Perestroika. As is well known, Soviet Red Army mobilized 1,000,000 women, however, demobilized
women-soldier was unacceptable for postwar society. They were regarded as morally dubious. To maintain
their honor, they concealed front line experience and became silent. Literary work put women-soldier as
romantic object. It is important that almost all heroines are noncombatant, though many female soldiers took
part in a bloody combat in reality.

We begin our discussion by considering Soviet literary works on WWII as collective memory. First
years after WWII, Stalin hadn’t allowed Soviet people to talk about the war experience. It was not coincidence
to appear a lot of literary works on war after his death. During the Thaw, war depiction as private experience
meant liberation and Destalinization. In the period of Brezhnev, the Authorities celebrated victory to unite
Soviet nationality, instead traumatic war memorial was oppressed again.

Literature described courage officers and soldiers, who protect fatherland from enemies, and their self-
sacrificial act. As a result, genre of war film contribute to create an Imagined Community. At the same
time, they contested with censor, in some instance, they succeed to visualize traumatic war memorial, that
was considered as taboo up to that time. There might be intermixed conformist attitude and desire to narrate
forbidden topic, even in one work.

We analyze stereotype plot and visual images of military women's body, and a few exceptions in
literary works, for example, Mikhail Kalatozov's the Cranes are Flying (1957), Andrei Tarkovsky's Ivan’s
Childhood (1962), Leonid Bykov's One-Two, Soldiers Were Going... (1977), Igor Voznesensky's The
Fourth Height (1977), Stanislav Rostotsky's (1969), Larisa Shepitko’s Wings (1966), Pyotr Todorovsky’
s Wartime Romance (1983). We would like to explore the complex relations of gender hierarchy and
patriotism in the formative process of Soviet postwar war myth. In survivor women lament fallen lover until
her last day, beside that uprear posthumous child. Next, a few exceptions, that is dead female combat must
be examined. In such a case, for example, women anti-aircraft artillery in The Dawns Here Are Quiet show

healthy energy and eroticism. In a word, military women'’s body stay under the paternalistic literary system.
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