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Online Feminism in China as Seen from Douban Groups
— Focusing on Participants in the ‘BL and Misogyny Controversy’—

Jiushan JIANG

This study explores the diversity of online feminism in China and its prospects for future development,
using the “BL (Boys' Love) and Misogyny Controversy” on the Chinese SNS Douban as a case study.
Previous research on online feminism has primarily focused on hashtag feminism;this study, however,
highlights the forum-style platform of Douban to present a different form of feminist practice.

BL, a genre characterized by female creation and consumption, has been positively evaluated as
a feminist culture. However, in recent years in China, a critique has emerged from within the feminist
community arguing that BL is misogynistic due to the absence of female characters and the reproduction
of gender stereotypes. This research analyzes the diverse perspectives within feminism and the unique
characteristics of the Douban platform through interviews with seven Douban users who participated in this
controversy.

The findings reveal that while all interviewees self-identified as feminists, their assessments of BL fell
into three distinct categories: advocacy, criticism, and neutrality. Notably, the participants engaged in in-
depth discussions while respecting each other’s divergent standpoints. Furthermore, Douban’s group function
provides a relatively closed space based on shared interests, functioning as a safer venue for discussing
feminism compared to other SNS.

This study examines how Douban serves as a site for in-depth communication among women, rather

than one-sided information dissemination, addressing needs that cannot be fully met by hashtag feminism.
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